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The Life Story of Karl K. Knecht. : - 


The Greatest Friend The Circus Has Ever Had 


PHOTO BY KARSH 
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THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — 
ILLUSTRATED PROUDLY PRE- 
SENTS THIS INSPIRING AUTO- 
BIOGRAPHY, JUST AS RE- 
LATED IN HIS OWN WORDS 
BY THE CARTOONIST EMERI- 
TUS OF THE EVANSVILLE, 
IND., COURIER 

TO 
H. C. INGRAHAM 


For 53 years I divided my time be- 
tween my cartoonist’s drawing board 
and the circus. Now retired from active 
participation in both categories, I 
spend much of my time in retrospec- 
tion, reviewing in my mind the great 
circuses of yesterye well as those 
of today. The circus originated in 
the Coliseum, and to the Coliseum it 
has largely reverted, but whether ıt 
be in a Coliseum, under a tent, or 
under the skies, there will always be 
a circus! 

To the many fine old friends, still 
living, in the circus business, whose 
friendship I cherish beyond words, and 
to the many newcomers in the business, 
I am glad to avail myself of this op- 
portunity to’ tell my life’s story, for 
the circus has always been the inspir- 
ing influence in my life, and it will be 
unto eternity. 

I was born in Iroquois, Dakota 
Territory, Dec. 4, 1883, where my 
father operated a general store. He 
and his older brother had settled there 
when that area was opened to home- 
steaders. In 1889, when Dakota Terri- 
tory was divided into South Dakota, 
North Dakota, Wyoming and Montana, 
the place where I was born was then 
in South Dakota. 

I inherited a love for the circus, the 
theater and drawing from my father, 
Harry A. Knecht. He didn’t take kind- 
ly to “The Taming of the West,” and 
when I was about three years old he 
moved his family to his native town 
of Freeport, Illinois, the family at that 
time consisted of my mother, born 
Bridget Fahey, in County Clare, Ire- 
land, my younger brother, Harry K, 
and myself. 

It was in Freeport that I saw my 
first circuses — we never missed any 
that came remotely near us, 1890 was 
the first year for the Ringling Bros. 
Circus to travel by rail, and it came to 
Freeport on Saturday, May 10, of that 
year. Prior to that time, when it was 
a wagon show, we had attended per- 
formances at Byron, Forreston, Peca- 
tonica, Polo and Lena, all in northwest 
Illinois and not a great distance from 
their winterquarters at Baraboo, Wis. 


All this was from 1886 to 1889 in- 
clusive. 


We never missed seeing the Ringling 
Bros. Circus, nor any other circus that 
came within horse-and-wagon distance. 
As I grew up I started passing bills for 
all events, and ushered at the old 
Germania Opera House, in Freeport. 
All of us kids in that town knew the 
Ringling Bros, Circus would play 
Freeport on their way to the barns at 
Baraboo in late October or November. 
In those days, they closed down South, 
loaded their wagons on I.C.R.R. cars 
and unloaded at Freeport, to feed and 
water, and then gave the closing per- 
formances of the season. After they 
were on rails and eventually switched 
winterquarters to Bridgeport, Conn., 
there were a lot of sad hearts in Free- 
port. 

So you won't wonder that I became 
a circus addict — and I still am. I 
was six years old the first time my 
dad took me to see the great Barnum 
& Bailey Circus. We visited the back- 
yard and the dressing tent, which 
I soon learned to refer to as the Pad 
Room. This gave me a greater urge 
than ever to know circus folks. 


After graduating from high school in 
Freeport, in 1902, I did a summer stunt 
with the I.C.R.R. as night yard clerk 
in Freeport, and in Chicago, at the 
Fordham yards, and doubled at the 
Randolph Street freight house, I saved 
my money and enrolled at the Art 
Institue, in Chicago, for the fall term 
of 1903, and continued there until the 
end of the spring term in 1906. During 
this period I worked nights as an 
usher at the old Illinois Theater. 


My theater knowledge was enhanced 
thus, and I saw the Ringling Bros. 
Circus at the Coliseum each time it 
exhibited there. Each summer I re- 
turned to Freeport and worked for the 
I.C.R.R. 

In the fall of 1906, I accepted a 
position with The Evansville, Ind., 
Courier, as Editorial Cartoonist. My 
cartoons appears on the front page of 
that newspaper for forty-five years, 
and then for six years on the editorial 
page. I went into semi-retirement June 
1, 1960, with the title of Editorial 
Cartoonist Emeritus of the Courier. 

In 1925, when I first met the late 
Stanley Dawson, at that time a ticket 
seller on the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey Circus, he said to me: “Karl, 
there are a lot of circus enthusiasts 
like you, one or more at least in each 
town. I want you to write to Marshall 
L. King, of Washington, D. C. He is 
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a banker, and also has wholesale 
grocery houses in Alexandria and 
Charlottesville, Virginia. He is compil- 
ing a list of ‘Fans’ such as you from 
all over the United States.” 


And thus on Stanl suggeston, 
the Circus Fans Association was born. 
I wrote to King, who immediately 
replied, stating that Robert Johnson, 
a miller, of Concord, N. H., was also 
collecting names of ‘Fans’ and writing 
them of the project. Dawson gave us 
many names and addresses which he 
had been accumulating for the good of 
the cause. King asked me to originate 
the Circus Fans Association, which I 
proceeded to do without further delay. 
I wrote to almost two hundred ‘Fans’ 
late that summer and fall, setting 
Dec. 1 as the deadline for charter 
membership at $5 inition fee. The 
latter part of October, King invited 
me to come to Washington to confer 
with him regarding the details of the 
new born society. I journeyed to the 
nation’s Capitol by train, ironed out 
the details with King, then took a 
train to Salisbury, North Carolina, 
which was the closing stand for the 
Ringling-Barnum show that year. I 
rode the cireus train to Washington, 
by invitation, and again conferred with 
King, who was very enthusiastic about 
our new association. 

We decided to hold the organization 
meeting in Washingion, D. C., in May 
1926. I devoted all of my spare time 
to building it up and by Christmas of 
1925, I had 84 names on the charter 
list. In April, 1926, I went to New 
York for the opening of “The Greatest 
Show on Earth,” in the then new Madi- 
son Square Garden. I was royally 
received by the great organization, 
from the Ringling brothers themselves 
to the roustabouts. The late Ed Nor- 
wood, at that time head of The Big 
Show press department, took me under 
his wing; I met again those whom I 
had met before and many others whom 
I had not previously met. John and 
Charles Ringling were enthusiastic 
about the new organization, as I 
described the purpose behind it, and 
gave me their unqualified support. 
They were impressed at the caliber of 
the membership — bankers, business. 
men, doctors, lawyers, nationally 
known figures in the show world, the 
theater, the movies, several Gover- 
nors, United States Senators and Con- 
gressmen, educators, automobile in- 
dustry executives, ete. After my visit 
with the Ringling organization, I again 
went to Washington to confer with 
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King. He was greatly pleased with my 
report. 

There were about fifty members 
present at our organization meeting. 
Those who were not on the charter list 
as of Dec. 1, 1925, were added to the 
charter membership to boost the total 
from 84 to 126. By 1928 there were 
400 members, Our consitution limited 
the membership to 1,000, but this was 
later changed to 1,500 Today three 
charter members are still living, W. 
H. Hohenadel, T. E. Hanley and my- 
self. 

This history of the Circus Fans 
Association is now internationally 
known. 

The seat of the second convention 
was French Lick, Ind. The John Robin- 
son Circus, owned by the American 
Circus Coporation, opened its season 
at the winterquarters there, April 22, 
1927. The late Ed Ballard was our 
host at the banguet. He, Jerry Mugivan 
and Bert Bowers were the owners of 
the controlling stock in what circus 
folks called “The Combine.” At this 
meeting I introduced our official pub- 
lication, The White Tops, that I edited 
and published until 1933, when, because 
of the time it took, I was forced to 
surrender to others, Since its organiza- 
tion, I had also been secretary and 
treasurer of the CFA, In the years 
following I remained on the Board 
of Directors, w. Vice President, and 
President 195 2. 

The CFA has held an annual con- 
vention each year except the years 
1942 through 1946, the duration of 
World War II. 1948 was also skipped. 
This year the convention will be in 
Colorado Springs. I regret that I can- 
not attend; I am going to northeastern 
Canada for a change of scenery and 
some good fresh air. 

During my active years with the 
CFA, I also wrote a weekly column on 
our activities for The Billboard. I fre- 
quently made trips on my own to visit 
circuses, large and small, far and near. 
Back in 1921 I spent 10 unforgetable 
days on the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, as it trouped through 
Towa, winding up at my boyhood home 
of Freeport, Illinois. I was a guest 
in Charles Ringling’s private car. Dur- 
ing this visit with the Big Show, I 
clowned, rode an elephant in the spec, 
and garnered photographs, sketches 
and notes for a series of articles that 
were run in the Courier that fall, 
for six or eight weeks, right up until 
the appearance of the Big Show in 
Evansville. Each article was profusely 
illustrated. 


My life has been a full one, and an 
interesting one for me. In 1918, I 
married an Evansville girl, Miss 
Jannie Elwood Moore. She has shared 
my interests and has been with me on 
the most of my circus jaunts, In 1951, 
we spent three months in Europe, 
visiting 14 countries, We saw all the 
circuses we could during that memor- 
able September to December tour. 

Going to Kidderminsite, in England, 
to see Bertram Mills was the fullfill- 
ment of a long dream, He and Cyril 
Mills were our hosts. In Holland, we 
were royally entertained by Circus 
Fans there, several indoor circuses. 
Back in London, the Cireus Fans gave 
us a banquet. It was through corres- 
pondence with me in the early days 
that the London Fans started their 
first association. 

We went to Paris and Rouen where 
we visited the Cirque Rancie, the Cir- 
cus D’Hiver and the Circus Medrano 
In Paris, 150 ‘Fans’ gathered for a 
meeting. I had always been a strong 
advocate for an international associa- 
tion and I boosted the idea every 
place we visited. Eventually, it became 
a reality. 

For years I gave “chalk talks” in and 
around Evansville, and at some distant 
points. I repeated this in both World 
Wars, in army camps and hosp t 
In 1911, I was booked for a full week 
at the Grand Theater, in Evansville 
(Orpheum Time). Even then, I was a 
director in The Courier Co., I was 
a vice president from 1922 until my 
retirement in 1960. 

My cartoons have often appeared in 
other newspapers and magazines. My 
first cartoon ever printed was in the 
Freeport, Ill., Standard, in 1905 With 
my long record of 56 years of active 
duty, and only a little over two years 
from being an octogenarian, I have 
been the dean of all Editorial Cartoon- 
ists for several years. 

In 1928, the late Jerry Mugivan 
offered me, as a publicity stunt, a pair 
of lions. I interested the Mayor, and 
that was the start of Mesker Zoo, at 
Evansville, now one of the best in the 
United States. In 1929 I put on a 
campaign in the Courier to raise funds 
to buy an elephnat for the zoo. It went 
over big and the elephant w pur- 
chased. It was officially named “Kay,” 
because of my three initial designation. 
I was a member of the City Park and 
Aviation Boards; also was once a 
member of the ol Board. For 
four decades I was active in civic 
affairs. 

In 1928, was induced to enter 


polities for the first and only time. 
Running as a candidate for representa- 
tive in the Indiana Legislature. I 
carried the county and led the ticket, 
but like my fellow-member of the CFA, 
Al Smith, I went down to defeat in the 
Hoover landslide. I decided right then 
and there to stick with my cartooning 
and my circusing. 

I have collected as gifts, more than 
500 elephants of s and materials. 


No More Do They 
Roll And Rumble 


The gate in the yard of Karl 
Kae Knecht’s attractive home 
at 31 Adams Ave., in Evansville, 
Ind., is a “Sunburst” wheel from 
a circus wagon of the vintage 
of 1870. Karl has restored it to 
its original beauty, red-yellow 
sunburst with yellow tip, red 
bolts, aluminum and yellow on 
hub, black edge. It attracts 
much attention and many tour- 
ists ring Karl’s doorbell to learn 
the wheel’s history. 
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Tomorrow morning’s Evansville Courier cartoon, Knecht’s very latest, that tells 


his story. 


(Most unusual to be printed before it appears in the courier . . . thanks 


to Editor John Hillman and Publisher Robert C. Enlow.) 
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RECESS OVER 


After the three-week summer layoff 
of the Ringling snow, the personnel 
converged on the Denver Coliseum in 


the manner of homing pidgeons. Many 
wisecracks were heard. 
Said Merle Evans, Bandmaster: 


at Sak Zen ham f Zes 


Loe 


“This reverse action of Wintering in 
the Summer, has us old-timers puzzled 
in regard to what to do during Recess 
Time.” 

Said Otto Griebling: “I’ve got a 
headache I’d be willing to swap for an 
upset stomach.” 

Said Lou Jacobs: “The worst part 


-yh Cot enemill15 ae 


IY 


about the mistakes we make during 
Summer Recess is that we are more 
eager to justify them when we get 
back than not to have made them in the 
first place.” 


— This Is A "4-Ring”™ Circus Publication — 
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My circus collection of route books, 
lithographs, huge posters, I sent, after 
retiring to the Cireus World Museum, 
at Baraboo, Wisconsin, and to the 
Hertzberg Circus Museum, at San 
Antonio, Texas. I have given the last 
of my library on the theater, journal- 
ism and art to Evansville College, 
which made me an honorary Doctor 
of Letters in 1953. 

I suffered a slight attack in 1953, 
after which I was ordered by my 
physician to take it easy. I had another 
slight attack last year, so now I take 
it easier than ever. I'm going to beat 
the heat by going up into northeastern 
Canada just as soon as I finish telling 
you this story, and I’m not coming back 
to this Ohio Valley until Sept. 15. 

I have the honor of being a mem- 
ber of the Indiana Society, of Chicago, 
and am their official cartoonist; I am 
a member of Sigma Delta Association 
of Editorial Cartoonists; a charter 
member of the Atwell Luncheon Club, 
Chicago; Honorary member of the CFA 
in England, France, Holland, Italy and 
Switzerland; I have been listed in 
“Who's Who In America” since 1932. 

I ghost wrote, “How to Put on Your 
Own Backyard Circus,” By Clyde 
Beatty, for which I was credited by 
Reilly & Lee, the publishers for dis- 
tribution by “Quaker Oats”. I have 
received many citations, plaques and 
awards from various national and local 
associations, and from the U. S. 
Treasury Dept. for bond sale cartoons, 
and from State Departments of Safety 
for cartoons relating to that activity. 
In my 51 active years, I drew more 
than 18,000 editorial cartoons, plus 
hundreds of sketches and illustrations 
for the Courier and other publications. 

You’ve asked me to tell you the 
story of my life and I did so to the 
best of my ability. However, it would 
be incomplete if I did not include the 
life story of my beloved sister, Klara 
E. Knecht, for her life was so closely 
interwoven with my own that it was 
an integral part of me. Her interests 
were my interests, and my interests 
were her interests. 

Klara was born after my father 
and mother moved back to Freeport, 
TIL, in 1888, where she attend the public 
grade school. She received her high 
school education in Danville, Ill., to 
which city our parents had moved in 
1904. 

Always a good writer and story tell- 
er, Klara was employed by the Dan- 
ville Public School System, after her 
graduation from high school, as a 
recreational instructor and playground 


supervisor, the first woman ever em- 
ployed there in that capacity. 

Klara was ambitious and came to 
Evansville at my request and did 
similar work for the Evansville School 
System during the summer of 1918. 
Her flare for drawing was asserting 
itself and she was soon employed by 
commercial art firm at Chicago. Then 
she did hitches in Detroit and Los 
Angeles — women's fashions, auto- 
mobile art and general drawings. 

In 1929, she and our mother were 
living in Chicago, She had just given 
up her commercial art connection. The 
late Dan DeBaugh, then manager of 
the Chicago office of the Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus, had 
known Klara in Eastern Star work. He 
was cognizant of her ability as a 
writer, as a story teller, and as an 
artists. So when the late John Ringling, 
then in the hey day of his career, came 
to town, Dan told him of Klara’s 
availibility. The Ringlings had just 
purchased the holdings of the Ameri- 
ean Circus Corporation, and were 
making numerous personnel changes in 
the circuses that company had former- 
ly owned, 

Dan arranged an interview for 
Klara with the great John Ringling, 
when he came to Chicago; he was 
immediately impressed with her and 
assigned her to the Sells-Foto Circus, 
of which the late Zack Terrell was 
the manager. Later, she was transfered 
to the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, then 
managed by the late Jess Adkins; the 
season of 1934, she was assigned to 
the Al G. Barnes Circus, of which the 
late S. L. “Buster” Cronin was the 
manager. Her work was mostly on 
the radio but she filled in occasionally 
for various press agents. She also did 
circus educational work, visiting the 
schools and making talks to the 
children on the wonders of the circus. 
She was so effective in this work that 
many schools were dismissed at noon 
so the children could attend afternoon 
performances of the circus. In the 
summer she would talk to the children 
on the playgrounds. The largest and the 
smallest radio stations welcomed Klara, 
and the show never had to pay for 
the publicity, because the talent Klara 
took with her to interview on the 
radio was of far greater entertainment 
value than the stations could afford 
to pay for local broadcasting. 

Klara the first circus repre: 
tative ever to get a circus personality 
on television. It happened in 1929 when 
she took Tom Mix, at that time a star 
on the Sells-Floto Circus, to a TV sta- 


tion in Chicago. oe 
in Chicago. Television was in its in- 
fancy then, so Tom Mix was probably 
the first circus personality to appear 
on the TV screens. 

Klara wrote a book under the title 
of “Wild Animals As I Know Them.” 
It was beautifully illustrated by Dianna 
Thorne. She also wrote three other 
books: “The Circus,” “Circus Day,” and 
“Elephants.” All were illustrated with 
good photographs and beautiful draw- 
ings. 

In 1935, when Zack Terrell and Jess 
Adkins put the 25-car circus on the 
road under the title of “Cole Bros. 
Cireus With Clyde Beatty,” the first 
person for the adyance they signed 
was Klara E. Knecht. The Ringlings 
had withdrawn most of the circuses 
they had purchased from the American 
Cireus Corporation, Klara remained 
with Terrell and Adkins for several 
years, but when Beatty left the show 
and established a zoo near Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, Klara went with 
him. She acted as his press representa- 
tive, not only at the zoo but with the 
units he put on the road. 

In 1934, Klara joined the Decca 
Record Company, in Chicago, a posi- 
tion she continued to occupy until she 
passed behind the Final Curtain in 
Chicago in 1943. 

In 1938, the late Robert Ripley used 
Klara as a subject in one of his Sun- 
day half-page drawings in color, 
showing her beside an elephant, the 
lines reading, “Klara Knecht, circus 
publicist, has broadcasted over 420 
radio stations in the United States.” 
Klara also did some broadcasting in 
Canada. 

Summing up, if I had my life to 
live all over again Id live it a divided 
life just as I have — divided between 
my cartoonist’s drawing board and the 
circus, There is no cleaner hobby than 
that of the circus and its traditions. 


Ss 


BACK YARD 


EDITOR’S NOTE — No attempt has 
been made to relate the story of Karl 
Kae Knecht’s life in its proper 
sequence. We deem it of more interest 
to our readers to record it just as 
the great friend of the cireus and 
circus folks told it, 
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Photo by Harry A. Atwell 


This photograph of Klara E. Knecht and her clown friends was taken in 1935 when she was as- 


signed to advance the Al. G. Barnes Circus. The beloved Klara had dropped back to visit the show. 


S. L. “Buster” Cronin, was the manager of the Al. G. Barnes Circus at that time, which was then 


owned by the American Circus Corporation. 
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KLARA KNECHT 
CIRCUS PUBLICIST p 


HAS BROADCAST OVER 420 DIFFERENT RADIO STATIONS iN THE UNITED STATES 


From 
BeLieve It Or Nor"... OBERT RIPLEY 


In his World wide igntex 
Rebroduced with pee n ee Oreo ee 


Except that the original was printed in 
COLE BROS CIRCUS circus colors, this a facsimile of the card 
wth CLYDE BEATTY the late Klara E. Knecht used the final 


ao KEN MAYNARD 


years of her circus advance work. 


MISS KLARA E. KNECHT 


EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR ROCHESTER. IND 
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TWO OLD FRIENDS 


_.. of many seasons 


Merle Evans, world famous band- 
master of Ringling Bros-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, and Bette Leonard, His- 
torical Editor of this publication, in 
a happy reunion at the Civic Audi- 
torium, Kansas City, Mo., where “The 
Greatest Show on Earth” was exhibit- 
ing, July 2, 1961. 


Bette Leonard made her debut as 
a talented, versatile young circus pre- 
former in 1918 and appeared with 
many of the larger circuses during 
her long tenure as a performer, The 
Circus Historical Society was her brain 
child. She lifted it from oblivion into 
a great organization with members in 


all parts of the world and was its pres- 
ident for ten years. 

She could aptly be designated as 
“The First Lady of the Circus,” as she 
is known and admired from coast to 
coast and border to border. Bette has 
recently been nominated for election 
to The Circus Hall of Fame, and if 
it is left to the vote of the people, as 
it should be, she will be elected by a 
VOICE VOTE. 


Photo by the genial 

B. “Monty” Montgomery 
Picture Editor of 
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B. MONTGOMERY 


PICTURE EDITOR 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY— 
ILLUSTRATED 


Mr. Montgomery, affectionately 
known to his countless friends as 
“Monty,” is undisputably the most ex- 
perienced living photographer and 
without doubt possesses the largest 
individually owned photographic arc- 
hives in the world. No matter what 
category the photograph may fall in, 
Monty can come up with it. Monty is 
past 77 and as spry as a young rooster, 
If you are a collector of circus pictures 
or any other kind write him for lists 
and prices. His prices are reasonable. 

B. Montgomery, 
Montgomery Foto Service, 
1519 Wyandotte St., 
Kansas City 8, Mo. 


TOP CIRCUS FAN! 


In the season of 1927 Christy Bros. 
Circus exhibited in Albany, New York. 
The Iate Al Smith, then Governor of 
New York, Frank Wirth and this 
writer attended the afternoon per- 
formance. (We bought tickets before 
the genial George W. Christy knew we 
were on the lot), 


At the height of the performance, 
when all of the five rings were filled 
and an ostrich with a colored boy on 
his back to add zest to the already 
thrilling display, the beloved Al Smith, 
of brown derby fame, turned to me and 
said: “Whenever I see a good circus, 
I walk in the streets of heaven — and 
this is a good circus.” 


H. C. Ingraham 
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1961 ANNUAL CONVENTION 
THE CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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Program 


9:00 A.M. TO NOON 
Registration Connection to Lobby 
10:30 A. M. 


Dedication of Merle Evans Museum -- Columbus, Kan. 
18 Miles from Joplin. Home of Ned Aitchison. 


1:00 P. M. TO 5.00 P. M. 
Registration Connection to Lobby 

7:00 P. M. TO 8:00 P. M 
President's Reception 


8:00 P MIME 


Instruction on Color Photography, Representative 
of Eastman Kodak Company -- Place to be Announced 


Gold Room, Hotel Connor 


Followed By — 
Old and New Circus Movies 


Griday, August 4 - - 


9:00 A. M. 
President’s Breakfast, with Officers and Directors 
(See Bulletin Board for Location) 
Registration Till Noon Connection to Lobby 
10:00 A. M. 
Address—’’The Circus in Indiana” Ferol Meeker 
(Place to be Announced) Peru, Indiana 


Tom Scaperlanda 


1:00 P. M. 


Ladies Luncheon Mickey Mantle Motel 


(Transportation Furnished) 
3:00 P. M. 
Annual Business Meeting --- Mezzanine, Hotel Connor 


6:30 P. M. 
Annual Banquet Hotel Connor Roof 
Speaker — George Washington Christy 


Followed by Member's Movies and Slides 
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DAY WITH GIL GRAY CIRCUS 


7:00 P. M. 


Busses will be in front of Hotel—We will sit in a body 
at the Circus. 
Go East on 4th Street to Ball Park — Follow the Arrows 


Cleo Plunkett 


Genial Equestrian Director, Gil Gray Circus 


Plunkett was born on the road in a tent and is the 
youngest of the Plunketts who for many, many years 
operated the Plunkett Family show, an institution in 
the southwest. He has a cultivated voice and sings 
all the production numbers himself. He keeps the 
show moving and on its toes and is the LAST OF THE 
OLD TIME RING MASTERS. 


OUR THANKS TO THE PERSONNEL OF THE 
HOTEL CONNOR AND THE GIL GRAY CIRCUS. 


Committee for Ladies Luncheon 
Agnes W. King — Chairman 
Bette Leonard Evelyn Van Pool 


Paul Van Pool — General Chairman 
Assisted by — Harry Baltzell 


LOCAL CHAIRMAN SHRINE CIRCUS CHAIRMAN 
Rolla Stephens Herbert Hoyt 


Hise Green Harold Fields Foye Cooke 
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DAVID HOOVER AND TOMMY 


DAVE IS A FEATURE ATTRACTION WITH THE GIL GRAY CIRCUS. 
TOMMY, WEIGHING 725 POUNDS, IS SAID TO BE THE LARGEST 
LION IN CAPTIVITY. THE ACT IS WORKING IN AN ESPECIALLY 
DESIGNED ALUMINUM ARENA. 
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A HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH OF CIRCUS GREATS 
This photograph was made at Philadelphia in the spring of 1928 when Miller 
Bros. 101 Ranch Real Wild West Show was exhibiting at 11th and Erie Sts, 
in “The City of Brotherly Love.” The occasion was the annual convention of the 
Circus Fans Association, In the picture, from left to right, are: C. W. Finney, 
General Agent of the 101 Ranch Show; Karl Kae Knecht, founder of the CFA 
and for many years editor of The White Tops, official organ of the association, 
George L. Miller, manager of the 101 Ranch Show, who succeeded his brother, 
the late Col. Joe C. Miller as the head of the famous 101 Ranch and of the Miller 
clan; Marshall King, at the time president of CFA; Clint Berry, who was born 
in Baraboo, Wis., and started life as a clown on the Ringling Bros. Circus. He 
diverted to another line of business but he never “got the sawdust out of his 
heart.” Clinton W. Finney, now 80, and Karl Kae Knecht, nearing 78, are the 
only survivors of this historic group. 















How About Your Printing Needs?? 
Why not let a retired old trouper handle some of it for you??? 
Anything from a “Card to a Catalog” at reasonable prices. 





EXAMPLE: 1,000 plate finish business cards only $4.85 prepaid. 
EXAMPLE: 50 attractive name imprinted Christmas Cards, 
$2.10 prepaid. 


card for list of other cards and prices. 
NOTE: Christmas Card orders cannot be filled after Nov. 15th. 


MRS. WALTER B. FOX 


P. O. Box 147 Mobile 2, Ala. 
“My Business is Advertising. Tell Me, I'll Tell Everybody” 


Send post 








PRINTS 
OF ANY PICTURE 


appearing in THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
— ILLUSTRATED may be obtained 
at a reasonable price from “Monty” 
Montgomery, our Picture Editor, He 
abe proni possessor of the largest 
in ually owned jotographie arc- : 

hires linvithes world: ENGT matter NEE sons and the entire staff of the 
category your photo requirements are, 

he can supply you. Write him for free CIRCUS MONTHLY — ILLUS- 
lists and prices. 


Addresses TRATED. We all welcome it. 
B. MONTGOMERY 


1519 Wyandotte St. 


MY COMPLIMENTS 
AND CONGRATULATIONS 


To my old friend of many sea- 





C. W. FINNEY 


Kansas City, Mo. 














COL. C. W. FINNEY 


A DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF 
OUR ADVISORY BOARD 


Clinton W. Finney was born near 
Frankfort, in Clinton County, Indiana, 
Sept. 13, 1881. (He was named after 
the county, not the county after him). 
At the age of 19 he was a veteran of 
the Spanish-American War. He began 
his circus career in the spring of 1901 
as a lithographer for the Gentry Bros. 
Dog & Pony Show, under the adept 
tutorage of the late “Sunday Jake” 
Newman, one of the greatest general 
agents of all time and all countries. 
Jake taught Finney all the tricks of 
the trade and they stood him in good 
stead, for in a few years he was mana- 
ger of one of the Gentry Bros. units. 
He went up the ladder fast and in a 
few years he was, himself, a great 
general agent for the largest of the 
circuses and wild west shows. Now an 
octogenarian, Finney resides at the 
same address he has called home for 
many years, 219 Downer Place, Aurora, 
Illinois, with his genial wife, Molly. 
There is a well-beaten path to their 
doorstep made by old cronies, and many 
an old circus saddle tramp stops to 
visit them when he is “just ridin’ 
through town.” We feel honored to 
have Col. C. W. Finney as a member 
of our Advisory Board. 


“T'm a pushover for the circus.” 
Boyd Martin, 
Dean and now undisputably the 
greatest of all living theatrical 
editors, 


The Courier-Journal, 
Louisville, Ky. 
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Dedication of Merle Evans Circus Rooms Museum 
Is Gala Affair; Distinguished Guest In Attendance 


By BETTE LEONARD 
Historical Editor 


Columbus, Kansas, Aug. 3 — Local 
citizens and distinguished guests from 
many parts of the United States to- 
day honored a native son of this 
city, Merle Evans, the world famous 
bandmaster of the Ringling Bros. - 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, whose duties 
prevented him from being here in per- 
son, but he was here in spirit. 

The occasion was the dedication of 
the Merle Evans Circus Rooms 
Museum at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ned Aitchison. 

Among the guests were: Agnes 
King, of Richmond, Ind., editor of THE 
BANDWAGON, official magazine of 
the Circus Historical Society; Mrs. 
Frank Van Epps, of Portage, Wis., 
wife of the bandmaster of the Circus 
World Museum Circus Band, Baraboo, 
Wis.; Mr. and Mrs. Sverre O. Braathen, 
of Madison, Wis.; Rollo Stephenson, 
of Joplin, Mo.; George Spiva, of 
Joplin, Mo., president of the Merle 
Evans Tent CFA; W. W. Naramore, 
Director of the Circus Hall of Fame, 
at Sarasota, Florida; Mayor Leo 
Taylor and Tom Nolan, President of 
the Columbus Chamber of Commerce, 
who worked as a team in welcoming 
all of the guests. 

Other outstanding personalities in 
attendance were: Eddie Jackson. veter- 
an circus press agent, now 87, whose 
biography dates back to when he front- 
ed for Buffalo Bill; Fred Pfening, 
President of the Circus Historical 
Society; Don F. Smith, of Detroit, 
Mich.; Paul F. Van Pool of Baxter 
Springs, Kansas; C. P. Fox, Director 
of the Circus World Museum, Baraboo, 
Wis.; Lew Hershey, retired circus 
clown, of Fort Scott, Kansas; Frank 
Van Epps, leader of the Circus World 
Museum Band, who resides at Portage, 
Wis; Paul Stubblefield, of The Kansas 
City Star, Kansas City, Mo.; B. 
“Monty” Montgomery, Picture Editor 
of The Cireus Monthly — Illustrated, 
and Mrs. Montgomery, of Kansas 
City, Mo.; Harry Baltzell, of Joplin, 
Mo.; Mary Von Pool, of Baxter 
Springs, Kansas; Marvin Busch, of 
Moberly, Mo.; Albert Barnard, of 
Wichita, Kansas; Raymond White, 
CHS Treasurer, of Richmond, Ind.; 
Albert Conover, of Xenia, Ohio; Mr. 


and Mrs. Mitch Gorrow, Appleton, 
Wis.; Lloyd Bender, Stubbenville, Ohio; 
Grover Bigger, Muckogee, Okla.; David 
Cash, Carthage, Mo.; Leonard Farley, 
Director of The Circus Museum, of 
San Antonio, Texas; Jim McRoberts, 
of Topeka, Kansas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Marietta, of 
Pittsburg, Kansas; Mitch White Mex- 
ico, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs. Mel Olsen, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Whitey Savage, 
Barrington, Ill.; (Whitey was a talker 
on the Ringling side show for 15 
years); Paul Ingrassia, Joliet, Ill.; 
Steve Seipp, Park Ridge, Ill; Hardy 
O'Neal, Shreveport, La. 

Mr. and Mrs. Perey Osborn, Shreve- 
port, La.; Mr. and Mrs, Tom Scaper- 
landa, San Antonio, Texas; Rev. and 
Mrs. Robert Grover, and their children, 
Debbie and Bobbie, of Dunmore, Pa.; 
Mr. and Mrs. George Meeker of Peru, 
Ind.; Gene Weeks, Peru, Ind.; Homer 
DeGolyer, Dallas, Texas; Julian Jim- 
inez, Atchinson, Kansas; Earl Allen, 
members of The Circus Monthly — 
Illustrated Advisory Board, and Mrs. 
Allen, of Sikeston, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Fields, of Picher, Okla.; Tom 
Randolph, Garland, Texas; LaRoy 
Redding, Joplin, Mo.; Hans Dulle, 
Jefferson City, Mo.; Warren Coglizer, 
Joplin, Mo.; Mr, and Mrs. Jim Walters, 
of Joplin, Mo.; B. Everett Eslinger, 
Springfield, Mo.; Martha E. Fischer, 
Los Gatos, Calif.; Mrs. F. Sherbondy 
and son, Frank, of San Antonio, Texas; 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Addington, of 
Great Bend, Kansas; Judge Byron 
Fly, of Joplin, Mo., and C. H. Nichols, 
of Baxter Springs, Kansas, who played 
in the circus band and last, but by no 
means least, C. F. Roper, of Pittsburg, 
Kansas, who played the Colliope. 

Your reporter has made no effort 
to introduce these fine people either 
in the order of their appearance, or 
according to their importance — as 
far as we are concerned they are 
equality personified and we greatly 
admire each and every one of them — 
they just came so fast we couldn’t 
systematize our reporting, and our 
attention was being constantly diverted 
by interesting and usual sights. 

Approximately two hundred were on 
hand when the dedication started at 
10:30 a.m., and during the day 1,007 
persons visited the new museum. 
During the dedication ceremony a 


letter from Merle Evans was read. 
Merle expressed his reget that he 
could not be present, but sent his 
greetings and best wishes to all of 
those present. 


Following the dedication, Bill Ham- 
let, President of the Citizens Bank 
and life-long friend of Merle Evans 
gave a dinner at Hotel Dixie. It, too, 
was a main event. 


The wonderful photographs “Monty” 
Montgomery took at Aitchison home 
tell the story of the circus atmosphere 
that prevailed, so I'l just describe 
the band instrument exhibit, in Ned 
Aitchison’s own words, as follows: 


CLARINET — Elephant ivory trim- 
med — 1775. Once owned by Johnithan 
M. Willits, who was elected Governor 
of Kansas on the Poulist Ticket, but 
was “out-counted.” He was from Mce- 
Cloud, Kansas. 


SAURRUSOPHONE — Made in 
France in the 17th century, this in- 
strument was once played in a mili- 
tary band during the Spanish-Ameri- 
ean War. This is a very rare instru- 
ment and the only one of its kind in 
the United States. 


CLARINET — Made in 1801. Once 
owned by “Sheep” Mathews, who play- 
ed it in the Gentry Bros. Dog & 
Pony Show band. 

CORNET — Made in 1806. A very 
rare instrument. 

CORNET — Made in 1836. Another 
old-timer. 

CORNET — Made in 1871, Once 
owned and played by a bandman on 
the Adam Forepuagh Circus. 

BASS HORN — Made in the early 
part of the 19th Century. Was played 
in a band during the Civil War. 

GLOCKENSPIOL — Played on the 
Ringling Bros, Circus in the early days. 

ROLLER ORGAN — Used on med- 
icine shows, 50 years ago. 

SLIDE TROMBONE — Used from 
1930 to 1940 and played in the parades 
of many circuses. 

This great collection, not to mention 
the other items in The Merle Evans 
Circus Rooms Museum, is worth cross- 
ing the continent to see. 


— This Is A "4-Ring" Circus Publication — 








The impressive display of rare old musical instruments 
in the Merle Evans Circus Rooms Museum. 


Ned Aitchison’s outstanding achievement in circus model building. 


CALLING ALL CIRCUS OCTOGENARIANS! 


“FRONTIER CIRCUS” 


Makes its premiere on NBC-TV Network 
Thursday, October 5th 


Put it up, take it down, move it and advise 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY—ILLUSTRATED in regard 
to your take. We thank you! 
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WILL THEY HAM IT UP? 


The later part of July, a novelist- 
artist, and an “associate” producer, 
both in the employ of NBC-TV, were 
in Sarasota to confer with Mel Miller, 
curator of the Ringling Museum, to 
examine the records of “The Greatest 
Show on Earth,” and other circus 
memorabilia at the museum, including 
advertising heralds, costumes and the 
collection of circus wagons. They made 
up much of their documentary from 
old films of the circus. 

With no circus veterans in their 
midst to advise them, about all the 
enjoyment real circus folks will derive 
from the circus as they will produce 
it—Hollywood style—is some good 
belly laughs. 


Circus Spangles 


By EDNA CHRISTIANSEN 
Northern Editor 


Born, July 23, to John and Mary 
Herriott, a 9-pound, 2 ounce, baby girl, 
at Westerly, Long Island, N. Y., which 
they named Heide Annette. The Herri- 
otts work hay-eating animals, as well 
as canines, on Mills Bros, Circus. 


Kent Ghirard, a CHS member from 
Honolulu, returned from his trip to 
Japan with his Hawiian dancers, He 
appeared at the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, with this act in the 
summers of 1959 and 1960. On his way 
home to Hawaii, in the fall of 1960, he 
visited with Jorgen and I at our then 
Colorado home. 


We are in receipt of a letter from 
Jake Posey who also sent us a copy 
of his autobiography, “The Last of the 
40-Horse Drivers.” 


We were agreeably surprised to see 
Mabel Stark, now 71, appear on the 
popular TV program, “What’s My 
Line?” Sunday night, Aug. 27. No 
member of the panel was able to guess 
“her line.” We hope Mabel received 
adequate “payola”, plus expenses, 
from her home in Thousands Oaks, 
California, and return. 


PEPSI - COLA 
IS THE BEST SOFT 
DRINK FRIEND 
OF THE CIRCUS 
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Ned and Helen Aitchison with their hand-carved 
“Merle Evans” Liberty Bell Bandwagon. 


em 


Bette Leonard and Gertrude Montgomery greet the arriving guests. 


THE GOOD PEOPLE OF 
GOODLAND, KANSAS, 
INVITE RINGLING 
PERSONNEL AND 15-CAR 
TRAIN TO RETURN AT 
“RECESS TIME” 


From July 3 through July 25, the 
old frontier town of Goodland, Kansas, 
was jarred out of its routine lethargy 
by the arrival of the Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey Circus 15-car stream- 
lined train, Never, in the memory of 
oldtimers had there been so many 
friendly free-spenders descended upon 
the pioneer village of the Old West 
at one time, 
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The gentry of Goodland liked the 
circus folks, and the circus folks liked 
the friendly people of Goodland, so 
when the day of departure for Denver, 
where the show was next to exhibit, 
the circus folks and the town folks ex- 
changed courtesies, gifts, and com- 
pliments. 

To the gentry of Goodland, the 
show personnel presented a banner, 
which reads; “THANK YOU, our 
friends of GOODLAND. You have made 
our stay most welcome . , . Your gener- 
osity, kindness and friendliness to us 
will be carried throughout the world 
by RINGLING BROS-BARNUM & 
BAILEY . . . ‘The Greatest Show on 
Earth.” 

The good people of Goodland had 
been dreading the coming of the day of 
the getaway of the luxury train— 
they didn’t want to say goodbye to the 
circus personnel who had spent their 
summer vacation in their midst. Resi- 
dents of the whole area agree that the 
circus visit has been a great experience 
and the many farewells of circus people 
of “see you next year!” indicate the 
pleasure was mutual. 

An optomistie forecast that the cir- 
cus would vacation again in Goodland 
next summer was voiced by Merle 
Evans, veteran bandmaster goodwill 
ambassador of the famous circus, as 
he made the official presentation of 
the “thank you” banner to “our friends 
in Goodland.” A testimonial breakfast 
given by the circus folks to city offic- 
ials and members of the Chamber of 
Commerce was held at the Hotel Good- 
land, 

Merle Evans, speaking for the Ring- 
ling show, expressed appreciation of 
the hospitality received by the circus 
personnel, with special emphasis on 
that handed out by Jim Coons, presi- 
dent, and J, C. Sadewhite, secretary, of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
newspapers. 

Mayor Tom Kiel, speaking for the 
city officials, wrapped up the sentiment 
of the town nicely in emphasizing the 
friendliness and good citizenship of 
the circus personnel. 


A NOW HISTORICAL ROUTE 


1945 Season 
M. L. Clark and 
Sons Circus 


M. L. CLARK & SONS 
CIRCUS SEASON 1945 
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COLUMBUS, KANSAS, CEREMONY 
IS MAGNET TO CIRCUS BUFFS 


(Reprinted from 
The Kansas City Star of August 3) 
By Paul Stubblefield 

Columbus, Kas. Aug. 3. — The 
Merle Evans room, featuring a minia- 
ture replica of a circus lot complete to 
the last detail, was dedicaed here to- 
day in the home of Ned Aitchinson. 

The ceremony was held in conjunc- 
tion with the 22nd annual meeting of 
the Circus Historical society which 
today opened its 3-day international 
convention at Joplin, Mo. 

Native of Columbus. 

Evans, who is known throughout 
the world as the bandmaster of the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus, is a native of Columbus, who 
left home early with a battered cornet 
to follow the tanbark trail. 

He is a close personal friend of Mr. 
and Mrs, Aitchison, 

Dedicated was a special room that 
the Aitchinsons had added to their 
home here, In addition to the miniature 
circus, the home includes one of the 


finest collections of early day circus 
musical instruments and other circus 
lore. 


Evans was unable to attend, but sent 
a letter explaning that he was playing 
today with Ringling Brothers in Boze- 
man, Mont. 

There was an authentic circus atmos- 
phere for the ceremonies, which were 
attended by delegations from Joplin 
and many local residents. A brass band 
played circus music, as did two old-time 
calliopes, 


Free Lemonade 

To add further to the flavor of the 
occasion, Mr. and Mrs. Johnnie Mariet- 
ta, Pittsburgh, Kas., had an ancient 
steam popcorn and peanuts wagon on 
the lawn to hand out free treats and 
the Columbus Chamber of Commerce 
served pink lemonade free. 

The circus buffs were to visit with 
circus performers in Joplin later today 
and attend the president’s reception 
tonight at the Hotel Connor in Joplin. 





M. L. Clark & Sons, a well known 
title some years back, was taken off the 
shelf for the tour of the show owned 
by Mr. and Mrs, E. E, Coleman of 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Tt was a truck show framed to play 
the medium and smaller towns. The 
owners surrounded themselves with a 
crew of experienced and capable circus 
people. This despite the fact that the 
United States was in the last year of 
World War No. 2, The draft and de- 
fense jobs had taken many outdoor 
show people. Despite gas rationing, 
shortage of good tires, scarcity of red 
points in the cook house, the show 
made a 22 week tour. 








STAFF 

E. E. Coleman _ 
Evelyn Coleman Secretary, Tax 
Collector, buyer, main show tickets 
Mr. ‘Coleman aaa =. ==*= Front Door 
Mr. Fredericks _ Legal Adjuster 


A Manager 




















Carl Romig ------Equestrian Director 
Wm. Newton -Superintendent 
Banks Wilke ---Electrician 


Earl Waltz 
John Parks 
Pietro Cris 
Mrs, Bob Tabe: Chita Cristiani, 
Ramo Cristiani, Tony Cristiani reserves 
L. J. Bolt _-_._____---General Agent 
Wm. Morris, ----Manager Concessions 





Properties 


Bob Taber and Tripoli Cristiani, side 
show. 


Program given at Marshalltown, Iowa, 
July 4. 
Bucking mule ~____-_____! George Free 


Swinging ladders _------- Fay Romig, 
Alice Webb 


Little Man, High School Horse, 
Fay Romig, 
Performing Simians, Capt. -Bob Taber 


Trained dogs - = -Fay Romig 








Tight wire ___---_--Elizabeth Rooney 
High School mule -------- Fay Romig 
Acrobatic teeterboard act, ------- The 


Cristianis, (G people) These were 
Tony, Carmen, Tripoli, Chita, Ramo 
and Cozette Cristiani. 
Principal riding act with Fay Rem'+ 
Alice Webb, Elizabeth Rooney, George 
Free, 
How riders are made. Children from 
the audience rode with the aid of a 
mechanic belt. 
Football mule. 
Leaps by the Cristianis concluding with 
a leap by Tripoli over two automobiles. 


CONCERT 
Wm. Newton presented Cupid the 
$10,000 pickout pony. 


OFFICIAL ROUTE 


MAY 
7—Greenville, Ohio 
8—Sidney, Ohio 
9—St. Marys, Ohio 
10—Delphas, Ohio 
11—Van Wert, Ohio 
12—Defiance, Ohio 
14—Napoleon, Ohio 
15—Mt. Pelier, Ohio 





The attractive Aitchison home which houses the 
Merle Evans Circus Rooms Muesum. 
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From left to right: Percy Osborne, of Shreveport, La.; Gil Gray, owner of 
Gil Gray’s International Circus; Hardy O'Neil, Shreveport, La. 


In The Center Ring 


“Lad-i-e-s and Gen-tle-men:” 


AT LAST! 

AFTER ALMOST SIX DECADES 
PAT VALDO IS FINALLY 
RECOGNIZED AS A CIRCUS 
GREAT BY HIS OWN ILK 


Octogenarian Pat Valdo was honor- 
ed by his own. associates at Venice, 
Florida, on August 10, in his office at 
the new quarters of the Ringling Bros,- 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, with a sur- 
prise luncheon. It commemorated the 
end of 59 years with the once great 
circus. Sitting at his side, and honored 
with him, was his wife of 49 years, 
Laura, star wire artist of the days be- 
yond recall. 

Pat joined the then Ringling Bros. 
Circus in 1902 as a clown. The Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. lad played a cornet in 
the clown band. In 1924 he was made 
assistant to Fred Bradna, equestrian 
director, of the combined Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus, which 
was then truly “the Greatest Show on 
Earth.” Five years later, he was ap- 
pointed Personnel Director, a job he 
holds to this day, having weathered all 
of the trials and tribulations, the fam- 
ily fueds, the changes in management, 
the disasterous Hartford fire, and 
many other difficulties best left unre- 
corded. 

Since the great show folded its can- 
vas and ran for the barn, in the sum- 
mer of 1956, Pat has operated by re- 


mote control from the vantage point of 
safety for old folks in Sarasota—now 
from Venice. Despite the distance, Pat 
controls the personnel problems of the 
show although he is ‘hundreds of miles 
away from it. His associates are still 
the people he understands and who un- 
derstand him. He worries about the 
weather, wherever the show is exhib- 
iting; he worries about the train mov- 
es, until he knows it has arrived at the 
next place of exhibition, he gets up 
early in the morning just like he did in 
the days of yore. But Pat don’t worry 
too much—at 80 he doesn’t have gray 
hair! 


GONE WITH THE HEAT 

Karl Kae Knecht, founder of the Cir- 
cus Fans Association and The White 
Tops, Editorial Cartoonist Emeritus 
of the Evansville, Ind., Courier, mem- 
ber of the Advisory Board of this pub- 
lication, and who tells the story of his 
useful life in this issue, suddenly de- 
cided that “the heat is on,” and took 
off for northeastern Canada, where he 
vows he will remain until Sept. 15, be- 
fore returning to his home in Evans- 
ville. 

We well remember, back in the years 
B. A. (before airconditioning) when 
Karl sat in the sweltering heat under 
the Big Top, making no complaints, 
because he was so absorbed in the ci 
cus acts. “Ain’t it funny what a dif- 
ference just a few years make?” Karl 
will be 78 on Dec. 5. 





EARLY SHIPLEY IN CAST OF 
“THE BIG SHOW" AT CHICAGO'S 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 


Earl Shipley, world famous circus 
clown, and Southern Editor of this pub- 
lication, was honored by being selected 
as a member of the cast of THE BIG 
SHOW, staged at the new McCormick 
Place, on Chicago’s lake front, during 
the International Trade Fair. The 
show was an instantaneous hit. It was 
booked by Barnes-Carruthers, and pro- 
duced by Helen Tieken Geraghty. 

The 17 day run was a sensation. The 
5,000 seats in the theater of the huge 
McCormick Building were sold out for 
each of the four daily performances 
and hundreds turred away. Acts ap- 
pearing with Earl included the George 
Hanneford Family of equestrians, Vic- 
tor Julian’s Dogs. Princess Tajana in 
her trapeze act. Guy Theron’s Bicycle 
Troupe, Robert Baudy’s Leopards, an 
authentic Haitian Fire Dance, Trio 
Yescos Dancers, Eight Moroccan Tum- 
blers, and seven clowns—Terry Bange, 
Roy Barrett, Mighelito, Koko, Bimko, 
Carl Marx, and our own Earl Shipley. 

Getting backstage in this particular 
theater is a rather difficult procedure 
and there were not many circus visit- 
ors. However, during Earl’s stay in 
Chicago he had the pleasure of visiting 
with several circus greats, including 
Nat Green, Orrin Davenport, Tad 
Tosky, Albert Hodgini, Babe Boudinot, 
and Harry Burt. 

Before returning to his home in 
Sarasota, Earl visited in Peru, Indiana, 
and Saginaw, Michigan. 





16—Auburn, Indiana 
17—Kendalville, Indiana 
18—Decatur, Indiana 
19—Bluffton, Indiana 
21—Portland, Indiana 
22—Elwood, Indiana 
23—Lebanon, Indiana 
24—Newcastle, Indiana 
26—Rockville, Indiana 
28—Crawfordsville, Indiana 
29—Frankfort, Indiana 
30—Delphi, Indiana 
31—Renasslaer, Indiana 


JUNE 
1—Watseka, Illinois 
2—Gilman, Illinois 
4—Dwight, Illinois 
5—Morris, Illinois 
6—Marsailles, Ilinois 
7—Mendota, Illinois 
8—Princeton, Illinois 
9—Geneseo, Illinois 
11—Dixon, Illinois 








With a side show banner line as a background, this circus 
band played circus music of the brand we all like to hear. 


12—Sycamore, Illinois 
18—St. Charles, Illinois 
14—Geneva, Illinois 
15—Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
16—Lombard, Illinois 
18—Des Plaines, Illinois 
19—Arlington Heights, Illinois 
20—Barrington, Illinois 
21—Crystal Lake, Illinois 
22—Woodstock, Illinois 
23—McHenry, Illinois 
25—Waukegan, Illinois 
26—Harvard, Illinois 
27—Freeport, Illinois 
28—Elizabeth, Illinois 
29—Fulton, Illinois 
30—Tipton, Iowa 


JULY 
2—Belle Plaine, Iowa 
3—Tama, Iowa 
4—Marshalltown, Iowa 
5—Ames, Iowa 
6—Jefferson, Iowa 
7—Lake City, Iowa 
9—Atlantic, Iowa 

10—Creston, Iowa 
11—Osceola, Iowa 
12—Chariton, Iowa 
13—Ottumwa, Iowa 
14—Fairfield, Iowa 
16—Fort Madison, Iowa 
17—Keokuk, Iowa 
18—Rushville, Illinois 
19—Canton, Illinois 
20—Bushnell, Illinois 
23—Pekin, Illinois 


24—Lincoln, Illinois 
25—Sullivan, Minois 
26—Shelbyville, Illinois 
27—Flora, Illinois 
28—Fairchild, Illinois 
30—Centralia, Illinois 
81—Highland, Illinois 


AUGUST 
1—Edwardsville, Illinois 
2—Woodriver, Illinois 
3—St, Charles, Missouri 
4—Herman, Mi i 
6—Mexico, Mis: 
7—Fulton, Missouri 
8—Jefferson City, Missouri 
9—Columbia, Missouri 
10—Macon, Missouri 
11—Kirksville, Missouri 
13—Brookfield, Missouri 
14—Carrolton, Missouri 
15—Marshall, Missouri 
16—Lexington, Missouri 
17—Olathe, Kansas 
18—Lawrence, Kansas 
20—Yates Center, Kansas 
21—Chanute, Kansas 
22—Neodesha, Kansas 
23—Independence, Kansas 
24—Coffeyville, Kansas 
25—Parsons, Kansas 
26—Pitcher, Oklahoma 
27—Baxter Springs, Kansas 

—Miami, Oklahoma 

—Vinita, Oklahoma 
30—Nowata, Oklahoma 
31—Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
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SEPTEMBER 
j—Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
3—Drumright, Oklahoma 
4—Bristo, Oklahoma 
5—Chandler, Oklahoma 
6—Seminole, Oklahoma 
7—Wewoka, Oklahoma 
8—Atoka, Oklahoma 

10—Antlers, Oklahoma 
11—Hugo, Oklahoma 
12—Idabel, Oklahoma 
13—De Queen, Arkansas 
14—Nashville, Arkansas 
15—Prescott, Arkansas 
17—Arkadelphia, Arkansas 
18—Sheridan, Arkansas 
19—Fordyce, Arkansas 
20—Monticello, Arkansas 
21—Udora, Arkansas 


—Lake Village, Arkansas 
—Oak Grove, Louisiana 
29—Rayville, Louisiana 
OCTOBER 
1—Bastrop, Louisiana 
2—Farmerville, Louisiana 
38—Ruston, Louisiana 
4—Jonesboro, Louisiana 
5—Natchitoches, Louisiana 
SEASON ENDS 


WANTED 


LIVE 
Agents and corres- 
pondents for THE 
CIRCUS MONTHLY 
— ILLUSTRATED 
on all circuses, 
large and small, 
tent or arena, 


indoor or outdoor. 


Address: 
H. C. Ingraham 
322 West Fifth St. 
Owensboro, Kentucky 
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WHERE SOME OF THE 
GREATEST OF THE CIRCUS 
GREATS ARE NOW 


Walter Allen, former elephant and 
horse trainer, and unit manager with 
Gentry Bros., now a mortician at 
Bloomington, Ind. 


Bert Doss, former flying return 
artist now operates the Circus Roller 
Rink, at Bloomington, Illinois. 


Homer and Herbert Hobson, of the 
famous Hobson Family of equestrians, 
operate Herbie’s Circus Lounge, 428 
N. State St., Chicago, 


Nat Green, former manager of 
Ringling Bros,-Barnum & Bailey’s 
Chicago office, now retired and living 
on his estate at Wheaton, Illinois. 


Rudie Niemeyer, for many years 
assistant to the late Harry Atwell, 
“The Old Photog,” now retired and 
living at 1216 8lst St, Sarasota, 
Florida. 


G. M. “Jack” Armstrong, for many 
years a wild west show performer and 
with Tom Mix in many movies, now 
lives on his ranch near Wall, South 
Dakota, with occasional trips to his 
ranch in Texas. 


WANTED 


Lithographs and photgraphs of 
the Jorgen M. Christiansen Liberty 
Horse Acts, as presented on the 
Ringling Bros. Circus, Cole Bras. 
Circus and other circuses. Quote 
your price. 

Address: 
THE CIRCUS MONTLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
P. O. Box 572, 
Owensboro, Ky. 


— This Is A "4-Ring” Circus Publication — 


THIS PREMIERE ISSUE 
of 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
is destined to become historical. 
Send copies to your friends 
Mailed anyplace in the world for 
50¢ per copy. 
Address: 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
P. O. Box 572 Owensboro, Ky. 
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AT INDIA 


ANT 


5 s 4 
1, whieh, for size, doriiliy, and sagacity, ehteeds any ever ed into this count cy 
This wenderfal animal, wi avia as o iTo : ee Santry; n go threngh ior om 


Tn Elephant ia not aaty the largest pd mont agociomn miima bu Gir werk bay fem the menace in which it tlie itn feod nod desk, wise prah. m aaa se 


GREATEST NATURAL CURIOSITY 


EVER OFFERED t9 THE PUBLIC. 
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Tok. drinks Ha romeni ond reinrwe the empty bithe wat ~h to her Kespr beatles 


SHETLAND PONY, 


RISS 


only. 
LOMITA VED 


LU, Printer, Frankia- IMi, Mo. 17 Aun-street, New-York. 
THE FOREFATHER OF THE AMERICAN CIRCUS LITHOGRAPH. Editor's Note—We have arranged with The Montgomery 


Foto Service, 1519 Wyandotte St., Kansas City 8, Mo., to supply our readers with an §” x 10” glossy black and white print of this 
original poster. Write them for prices on this and other histerical circus photographs. You will find their prices very reasonable, 
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The Origin Of 
The American 
Circus Lithograph 


The lithographic reproduction for a 
woodcut elephant poster which accom- 
panies this article was made possible 
through the courtesy of James G. 
Strobridge, scion of the famous Stro- 
bridge lithographing family, and there- 
by hangs a tale that made circus 
history. 


It all started when Hachaliah 
Bailey’s brother, who was a sea cap- 
tain, brought a Indian elephant at an 
auction in London for $20. He brought 
it to America and sold it to brother 
Hackaliah for $1000. And this happen- 
ed right in Philadelphia, “The City 
of Brotherly Love!” 

But Hackaliah was not to be out- 
smarted; he named the India elephant 
“Old Bet” and exhibited her with 
a handsome financial profit. He added 
other imported wild animals to his 
circus, showing in barns and other 
buildings near Philadelphia. Now it 
happened that two well-healed brothers, 
Nate and Seth Howes, saw that there 
was fast money to be made in the 
circus business, and Hackaliah Bailey, 
realizing that they possessed more 
know-how than he did, leased them his 
elephant and wild animals on a per- 
centage basis. 

And once again Hackaliah proved 
himself a man of superior intelligence, 
for the Howes brothers made him more 
money than he could have hoped to 
make had he gone it alone, The Howes 
brothers added imported circus acts and 
they advertised with “rat Bills” and 
the newspapers, what there were of 
them in the year 1828. They realized 
that in order to attract large crowds 
they must display their wares in large 
outdoor advertisements. 

The Howes had now neared New 
York on their tour, exhibiting in any 
suitable building they could acquire. 
So on business bent, bigger, better, 
greater, grander then ever they con- 
sulted a well-known printer and wood- 
cut engraver of the period, Jared W. 
Bell, Franklin Hall, 17 Ann St., New 
York. With the guidance of the astute 
Howes brothers he produced America’s 
first circus poster, a reproduction of 
which we proudly present herewith. 
It was printed on heavy yellow paper, 
imported from England; red and black 
printing inks were used. It was an 


Woodcut reproduction courtesy 
James G. Strobridge 


ARAB PYRAMID ACT 


First act of its kind in America to 
receive newspaper and “Rat Bill” 
advertising. 


instantaneous hit with the public and 
resulted in capacity audiences. 

This pioneer aggregation of world 
wonders wound its way along the 
Atlantic Coast into New England and 
this strip of territory can truly be 
called the cradle of the American 
Circus. 


— This Is A "4-Ring" Circus Publication — 
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Good Reading 
For Circus Folk 


These books are published by 
THE NAYLOR COMPANY 
Book Publishers of the 
Southwest 
San Antonio, Texas 


CIRCUS 
CINDERS TO SAWDUST 
By Esse Forrester O'Brien 


Everyone ever connected with a 
circus will want this book, and it will 
be eagerly read by all circus lovers. 
Well-arranged, concisely presented. 
This comprehensive work on circuses 
has been transcribed into Braille, 125 
unusual and carefully documented cir- 
cus photographs, plus line drawings in 
color, 41 additional photographs in- 
cluded on pictorial end-sheets. 268 
pages, Bibliography and index. Gloss- 
ary of enlightening circus “lingo.” 
$5.95 

JASBO 

“Jasbo,” Ralph Elmer Fulkerson, the 
dynamic little rodeo clown, constested, 
clowned, and dared death in every 
major rodeo in the United States. 
Action-packed reading of the life of 
this cocky little man, whose fate came 
away from his daily death daring con- 
fines of the rodeo ring. This will be 
a rodeo reference for years to come. 
Illustrated. $3.50 


THE FIRST BULLDOGGER 
By Esse Forrester O’Brien 
Bill Pickett, the originator of the 
spectacular art of “bulldogging” steers, 
literally rose to fame by the “skin of 
his teeth.’ The biography of this 
Negro rider for the world-famous 101 
Ranch fills a definite gap in the field 
of cowboy lore for young readers— 
adults will enjoy it too, Illustrated. 
$1.95 


To order these books, send check or 
money order, along with you name and 
address and list of books to; 

THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
P. 0. Box 572 
Owensboro, Kentucky 
*Texas orders add 2% Sales Tax 


MORE FOR YOUR MONEY 


The CIRCUS MONTHLY — 
ILLISTRATED will consist of 
52 pages to start, crammed from 
cover to cover with current and 
historical circus news and more 
pictures than your have ever 
dreamed of. 
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With the exception of the circus colors this is an exact reproduction of the Al. G. Kelly—Miller 
Bros. Circus, the most publicized and most controversial tent circus now on tour, just as it was sold to 
the ticket buyers in June. Since that time there has been a number of changes in the personel as well 
as in the acts. The photographs on the program are not new ones, and do not depict the actual acts 
with the circus, but were intended by the creater of the program to exemplify what kind of entertain- 
ment the cash customers can expect. It can readily be seen that it is not up to our standard of print- 
ing, but our engraver has “lifted” the program “as is” to the best of his ability. 


“Any circus person who cannot accept constructive criticism graciously and profit by it is un- 
worth of their calling.” Charles Ringling, Old Madison Square Garden, New York City, 


April 20, 1923. 


A Candid Review Of A Controversial Circus... 


By ROBERT D. GOOD 
Eastern Editor 

On Aug. 10 we reviewed the much 
publicized Al G. Kelly—Miller Bros. 
Circus, at Hazelton, Pa., in the heart 
of the depressed coal fields. My first 
look at it made me a little dubious but 
after viewing the performance, I can 
report a very good performance with 
numerous innovations, 

The show’s equipment—with the ex- 
ception of the trucks—appears a little 
beatup, showing much use, but a good 
quality of paint has been used liberally. 

With other cash customers, we 
moved through the Main Entrance, 
which is a double ramp that goes 
through a truck, which brought us to 
the Pad Room, into the midst of 25 
head of well-fed and well-groomed 
horses and ponies 

Next, we entered the 8 push-pole 
Big Top, where the elephants—11 of 
them—and the menagerie were com- 
fortably housed in the entrance end, 
before entering the part where the 
seats are located. The Big Top is long 


and narrow, not as high as most shows, 
but there were plenty of good acts go- 
ing on all of the time, in the steel 
arena, in the 4 rings, and on the hip- 
podrome track. 

The Cuneo wild animal act is dif- 
ferent and outstanding, and worthy of 
a large circus. 

The seat trucks are the best and 
most efficient I have seen and their 
methods of loading equipment are 
unique—both time and labor saving. 
The band is good but not too audible to 
patrons in the far ends of the long Big 
Top. The performance is a good, all- 
around circus presentation, with prac- 
tically every kind of an act circus lov- 
ers could ask for. 

Bushes, 3 to 5 feet high were left 
standing on the hippodrome track, in- 
dictating either a lack of working men 
or poor management. The spec had to 
either trample over them, or by-pass 
them. Ironically, the management had 
boys pick up all scraps of paper and 
other refuse on the midway after the 
matinee performance. 


Coming... 


IN OUR NOVEMBER ISSUE 


THE STORY OF JOHN M. KELLEY’S 
FUN ON THE FARM CIRCUS 


First performance 1924 
WITH PICTURES, OF COURSE 


A much better impression would be 
made on the public if the whole outfit 
was better costumed, including the 
members of the staff. In general, 
everything around the show seems to 
be on the sloppy slant, but to counter- 
act this, they do give an excellent, 
well-balanced performance, at reason- 
able prices for these times—$1.50 and 
$1.75. 

We stayed for the night performance 
in order to make our coverage com- 
plete. In spite of the fact that they 
were exhibiting in a mining-depressed 
area, they had a good house. 

The Side Show was worth the price 
of admission. A ĉine collection of cag- 
ed wild animals, all in the pink of con- 
dition. As one of the few large tent 
circuses on the road, the Al G. Kelly- 
Miller Bros. Circus is one of the most 
complete, can be more commended than 
criticized. Any stranger can go into 
another person’s house and see things 
that are over-looked, because all of us 
live too close to our own picture to 
detect the flaws. 


“Your Attention— 
Please” 


PREMIERE EDITION OF 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — 
3,000 copies 
NOVEMBER EDITION 
7,000 copies 
DECEMBER EDITION 
10, 000 copies 
THEREAFTER— 
ANYBODY’S GUESS 
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KECO 


25th Anniversary Tour 


OFFICIAL PROGRAM 


1961 EDITION 


SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
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PROGRAM OF DISPLAYS 


DISPLAY 1 PRODIGIOUS PANORAMIC PAGEANTRY 
BABES IN TOYLAND 


Victor Herbert's immortal operetta for children of all ades, fencuring animals floats performors, and mechanical 
Immensity in which imagination runs wild In hilarious and fantastic characters. Stuged for Circus presentation 
by VANCE P. HURLEY. 
DISPLAY 2 FEROCIOUS FRISKY FELINES 
EMPRESS LEOTA and her African Leopards, Siberian Snow Wolves and Black Panther 
IN A HUGE STEEL ARENA 


DISPLAY 3 AERIAL ARTISTS and WIRE WALKING WIZARDS 
Head Balancing Genius of the Somersaulting on Pulchritude on the Dancing 


Traps Wire the tight wire Silver Strand Trapeze Act 
THE GREAT LOYAL JERRY CONDOR AMERICA ESTRADA JERRY PRESSLY ALEX PADILLA 


DISPLAY 4 COMICAL CARTOON ARTISTS 
The Comic Creations of Master Cartounist Walt Disney Come to Life 
DISPLAY 5 AGILE ACROBATIC ARTISTS 
Roly Boly Fantastic Feats on the Parallel Bars Bouncing to Stardom 
AMERICAS TROUPE VASQUEZ BROS, RENALDO MARKELINI 


DISPLAY 6 PETITE PRODIGIOUS PACHYDERMS 
Baby Elephants Performing in all Three Rings Presented by 
ROBERT CLINE FRED LOGAN JOHN CARROLL 


DISPLAY 7 AMAZING ANIMAL ACTORS 


Brawny Bruins presented by Royal Inca Llamas Performing Dogs, Chimps Balancing Sea Lions 
LILLY LOYAL AND presented by presented by presented by 
JOHN NARFSKI GENE GARNER DON McCLENNAN CAPT. DALLAS SNOW 


DISPLAY8 PEERLESS PERFORMING PERFECTIONIST 
Hand Balancing Fast Exchange of Indian Clubs Juggling Italian Juggler Hand Balancing 
PADDILLAS JAMES NORDMARK ALFONSO ESTRADAS 


DISPLAY 9 FUNNY FARM FANTASY 
Featuring OLD McDONALD 


DISPLAY 10 UROPEAN EQUINE EXHIBITION 
Mixed Group of Liberty Horses Trained and Presented by 
CAPTAIN DON McCLENNAN 


DISPLAY 11 ASTOUNDING ACROBATIC ACES 
Risley Tricks Foot Juggling 
THE ESTRADAS . THE PADILLAS 
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PROGRAM OF DISPLAYS 


DISPLAY 12 MAMMOTH MONSTROUS MAMMALS 


The Al G. Kelly and Miller Bros, herd of performing Elephants—tho largest herd with any circus presented by 
JERRY PRESSLY FRED AND ORA LOGAN BARBARA MILLER 


DISPLAY 13 HAZARDOUS HURRICANE HORSEMANSHIP 
The World Renowned LOYAL FAMILY OF BAREBACK RIDERS 


DISPLAY 14 COMICAL CAJOLING CLOWNS 


The hippodrome track is surrendered to the tomfoolery of the pranksters, 


DISPLAY 15 BIBLICAL BLOOD SWEATING BEHEMOTH 


The Al G, Kelly and Miller Bros, Circus proudly presents the only trained blood 
sweating hippopotamus in the world on the track without the aid of harness or leash 
trained and presented by CAPTAIN JOHN NARFESKI 


DISPLAY 16 ENCHANTING ETHEREAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
A melange over all rings and stages—Beautiful ladies on the Spanish Web. Dancing 
prancing ponies and featuring in this gigantic display— 


DANCE TO THE SUN GODS 


Ancient Tribal Dance of the Sloux Indians starring 


PRINCESS WHITE BUFFALO 


DISPLAY 17 MERRY MAKING MONKEY SHINES 


CLOWNS — CLOWNS — CLOWNS 


DISPLAY. 18 TOP-FLIGHT TRAPEZE THRILLERS 


Presenting for the first time, direct from old Spain—Spectacular, Somersaulting feats in mid-air 
THE FEARLESS FLYING PADILLAS 


FINALE Magnificent Melodic March 
“A GRAND OLD FLAG” 


Patriotic tableaux featuring the flags of the free world. 50 tons of pachyderms, augmented by a bevy of beautiful 
giris. Adapted for the Al G. Kelly and Miller Bros. Silver Anniversary Performance by Vance P. Hurley and 
Rudolph H. Voss. 


Dont Fail to stay and see the huge Wild West Revue . . . immediately followiny the big show 
performance .. . Out of the Old West comes Cowboys, Cowgirls, Indians, featuring Oklahoma 
Shorty Shearer and his Congress of Rough Riders and Australian Whip Crackers. 





ANNIVERSARY 
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James M. Cole 
Executive Producer 


Princess White Buffalo 


KECO 


The 1961 Performance of 


America’s Second Largest Circus 


Vance P. Hurley 


Producor cnd Director 


Don Basham 
Vocalist 


R. H Voss, Jr. 


Musical Director 


Studio Costumes 
Wardrobos 
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Isla Miller 


Costume Designer 


House of Doyle 
Animal Trappings 


Performances at 2:30 and 8:00 P. M. Doors open one hour earlier. (The Management reserves the right 
to alter this program when necessary.) Every Matinee precisely the same as the Night Performance. 
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THE APE 


| KNEW 


(Advertisement) 
GEORGE W. (“Slim”) LEWIS 
Americana—$5.00 
Approximately 270 Pages, 
Colored Front Page and 16 Pages of Photographic Illustrations 


On V-J Day, 1945, George W. 
(“Slim”) Lewis resigned his job as a 
crane operator at Boeing Aircraft, 
Seattle, and headed for San Diego, 
California, to becorne the handler of a 
young male elephant. Eighteen years 
before, when he was sixteen, he had 
gone ating about the country from 
on2 circus to another just to be near 
the big animals. But things down south 
did not work out and he was soon back 
in Seattle and taking up tattooing at 
the Penny Arca This, he decided, 
would be a good way to earn a living 
unti] a new opportunity came along to 
go back with the circus and the ele- 
phants. Then he heard through friends 
of a gorilla show for sale—a chimpan- 
zee named Garganga, “The Greatest 
Manlike Ape Alive.” Perhaps, he 
thought, this was the way back into 
show business and the means of even- 
tually owning some clephants of his 
own, Anyway, he was on hand with his 
ape at Renton, Washington, when the 
American United Shows carnival open- 
ed for the season. 

Garganga, so the spieler’s story 
went, had been captured in Kenya, East 
Africa, A large chimpanzee, he stood 
four feet six inches tall and weighed 
approximately 150 pounds, His head, 
chest, and arms were enormous, 

Living and traveling with a carnival 
show provided a whole new series of 


Send the following: 
O Current Catalog 


C Complete Catalog 
(Trade List) 


O Juvenile Catalog 
O Check List 
O Dance Books 


Folgar Enclosed find 
O Libertarian Books 


experiences for the Lewis family—Slim, 
h.s wife Edna, and their three young 
scns, Donald, Ronald, and Charles. The 
first four weeks were extremely dis- 
couraging for they were almost con- 
tinually plagued by rain, and the re- 
ceipts were poor. At Klamath Falls, 
Oregon, they enjoyed a pleasant and 
profitable weel nd business held up 
well when they crossed over the Cas- 
cades to Pasco, Washington, and con- 
tinued eastward ss Idaho and Mon- 
tana. Later, with other carnival shows, 
the Lewis collection of aminals—now 
a chimpanzee, two boa constrictors he 
had acquired, a cinnamon ringtailed 
monkey named Little Joe, and some 
harmless sna s exhibited in 
Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and a cor- 
ner of Texas before the close of the 

on in October. After that the fam- 
ily pr lously made its back to 
Seattle and soon Slim was at the 
Penny Arcade in the tattoo business 
once more. 

In 1927, at the age of sixteen, 
George W. (“Slim”) Lewis left home to 
travel, for the next four years, with 
various American circuses and side 
shows, Afterward he was an animal 
trainer and keeptr at Brookfield Park 
Zoo, Chicago; at Woodland Park Zoo, 
Seattle; at Lincoln Park Zoo, Okla- 
homa City; and since 1956 he had been 
a humane officer with the King Coun- 
ty Humane Society of Seattle. 


You may enter my order for 
of Lewis’s THE APE I KNEW, at $5.00 per copy. 


Book post, express, freight 


(yee To Ee Aa to cover. 


Catalog Send C. O. D. 


City and State 


(Caxton books are sent postpaid where full list price accompanies the order transportation 


charges and gunranteed delivery ut our expense.) 
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Circus Concessionaire 
Makes Psychological Test 


This is too good to keep a secret. 

An enterprising North Carolina 
poultryman thought up a brand new 
product, Chickens being plentiful and 
comparatively cheap, he decided he 
needed a new outlet for his surplus 
production. After deep thought he came 
up with a “chicken weiner”, skinless, 
colored red, and moulded just like 
the popular “hot dog.” He didn’t know 
just what to call it, being unable to 
decide between “CHICKEN FRANKS” 
or “BIRD DOGS”, He quickly contacted 
a well-known superintendent on one of 
the larger circuses still exhibiting 
under canvas, whos home was in the 
same North Carolina town. 

“Tl put it to a psychological test 
on the circus,” “That's the best way to 
find out.” 

The circus man put up two signs 
at each of two big eating stands. One 
sign read: “CHICKEN FRANKS” — 
the other sign read: “BIRD DOGS.” 


Several patrons tried out both. The 
result? Purely psychological! In every 
single instance the dl rs said: 
“Chicken Franks are delici but 
those Bird Dogs tasted terrible.” 


So that’s the way the new popular 
concession item, “CHICKEN FRANKS” 
got its name, 


DOODDOOOS SOOO OOOEOGOOGSOOOESE, 


ORBEN 
COMEDY 


Largest library of professional 
laughs in show business! 32 books 
— over 25,000 individual comedy 
items! 350,000 copies sold to per- 
formers throughout the world. Sight 
bits, impressions, blackouts, topical 
material — something for every 
type of comedy performer. If you're 
with it, get with it! Write for your 
free catalog today: 


ORBEN PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. CM 

111 East Carpenter Street, 
Valley Stream, N.Y., U.S.A. 


DORODPOCOGOOONLOSOEOOOGESELEES 
VARIETY IS THE SPICE OF THE 
CIRCUS. THE CIRCUS MONTHLY— 
ILLUSTRATED WILL GIVE YOU 
PLENTY OF IT IN EACH ISSUE, 
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Magic in Call of the Circus 


Reprinted from The Kansas City Star 
Sunday, August 6, 1961 


By Paul Stubblefield 
(A Member of The Star's Staff.) 


JOPLIN, MO., Aug. 5—The circus 
“bug” is a formidable little varmint. 

Of course, this little fellow is purely 
legendary. He is like the leprechaun. 
He doesn’t actually exist—or does he? 

Members of the circus historical so- 
ciety who concluded their 22nd annual 
convention here today would say that, 
indeed, there is a circus bug. How 
else, they ask, would a person become 
inflicted with the insatiable and in- 
curable yearning for everything about 
the circus. 

Lure Is Irresistible. 

There appears to be no clear-cut ex- 
planation for why bankers, insurance 
men, realtors, newspapermen and ex- 
ecutives and professional men in all 
walks of life take time off from their 
families to go to the nearest circus lot. 
And sometime it’s not so near. In fact 
they will travel thousands of miles to 
pursue the call of the circus. 

Col. W. W. Naramore, Sarasota, Fla., 
offered a good answer. 

“People become circus fans for the 
same reason that some people become 
nuts on fishing,” he said. 

That just about sums it up. They 
enjoy it. And they seem to be motivat- 
ed by the same kind of spirit that 
moves show people to go on with a 
performance in spite of how they feel 
or the adverse conditions under which 
they sometimes have to work. 

Naramore, incidentally, was a col- 
onel in the Army in World War II, 
assigned to G-2. Now he is director of 
the Cireus Hall of Fame in Sarasota 
where circus lore is collected and pre- 
served for future generations. 

“Tt is almost a religion,” said Don F. 
Smith of Detroit, who founded the so- 
ciety in 1939, 

“You can’t get rid of the cireus bug 


once you get it,” he added. “It gets in 
your blood. 

“Sure, I’ve been accused of being 
nuts. I’ve traveled as much as 15,000 
miles in a year to visit circuses and 
attend meetings and conventions about 
the circus.” 

Some members of the group, inter- 
national in membership, own business- 
es and it is no problem for them to 
take route book in hand and follow 
their heart’s desire. But there are less 
affluent members, too, those who work 
for salary or wages. 

Use Their Vacations. 

They solve the problem in another 
way. They spend weekends driving 
great distances to a show lot, and they 
spend their vacation time visiting or 
traveling with a show. 

The society nad its origin with 
photographers who like to shoot pic- 
tures of performers and circus acts. 
That probable explains why Moxie 
Hanley of Kansas City, onetime photo- 
grapher for Col, William F. Cody and 
his Buffalo Bill Wild West show, al- 
ways is on hand and is as well known 
by the members as Emmett Kelley 
might be to the average fan. 

The spark that caused Smith to 
move ahead with his idea was two 
fires in 1936 in Peru, Ind., in the stor- 
age barns of several circuses that were 
off the road because of the depression, 
He saw much irreplaceable show equip- 
ment go up in flames and decided that 
an effort should be made to collect and 
preserve symbols of the tent shows. 

Smith, Naramore and most of the 
others view the move to auditoriums 
and ball parks by some shows as some- 
thing they must accept. But they pre- 
fer the tent show—even if it is smaller. 
It has the atmosphere, the wind whipp- 
ed snap of the canvas, the heady 
aroma of hay for the animals. And it 
has, if you will, the smell—the unmis- 
takable trade-mark of the circus, 


—— A N e L 


RINGLING PERSONNEL 
ADDS SPICE OF LIFE 
TO THEIR EFFORTS 

At Oakland, California, on the after- 
noon of Thursday, August 24, the en- 
tire personnel of the Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, from stars to 
property and concession men, went all 
out to honor a little girl who is about 
to die of leukemia. 

The guest of honor was Sondra 
Murphy, 5, who is not old enough to 
realize that it was probably the last 


circus she will ever see. She lives in 
nearby Hayward, and was accompanied 
by her mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Murphy, and her sister, 
Pamela, 4. 

Otto Griebling and Lou Jacobs work- 
ed up special clown gags, which caused 
the doomed little girl and her sister to 
squeal with laughter. 

When the little girl left the arena 
there wasn’t a dry eye among the 
Ringling personnel, nor among those in 
the audience who realized the signifi- 
cance of what had just happened. 


OFFICIAL 
ROUTE CARD No. 1 


ORRIN 
DAVENPORT 
America’s Favorite 


Indoor Circus 
SEASON 1961-62 


Permanent Address 
5028 W. Madison St. 
CHICAGO 44, ILLINOIS 


— Phones — 
COlumbus 1-2235 J AUstin 7-4736 


Producing Circuses Since 1906 
SEASON — 1961 


October 11, 12, 18, 14 
Utica, N. Y.—Shrine 


November 14th to 19th 
Kansas City, Missouri—Shrine 


SEASON — 1962 
January 22nd to 27th 
Grand Rapids, Michgan—Shrine 
February 7, 8, 9, 10th 
Rochester, N. Y.—Shrine 


February 15th to 25th 
Cleveland, Ohio—Grotto 


March 5th to 11th 
St. Paul, Minnesota—Shrine 
March 19th to 31st 
Dayton, Ohio—Shrine 


April 2nd to 7th 
Columbus, Ohio—Shrine 








SEASON NEVER ENDS 


Merle Evans is busier than the pro- 
verbial cat on a hot tin roof. He is 
the Busy Bee personified. Bandmaster, 
Director of the Citizens State Bank, 
at Columbus, Kansas, his old home 
town. he makes personal appearances, 
makes recordings of his outstanding 
circus music, greets innumerable visi- 
tors, and after a day that would wilt 
a much younger man, he hits the hay 
for a few hours rest, with nothing to 
do until dawn of the next day, 
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- BARABOO . 


The Circus World Museum 


JOHN M. KELLEY..... 


TERT FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT 


We bow, katow, bend our knees in curtsy and scrape in our 
efforts to pay humble tribute to the now great Circus World 


Museum at Baraboo, Wisconsin approp- 
riately located in the cradle of America’s f 
greatest circus and the home of Amer- 
ica’s greatest circus family...TH E 


RINGLINGS. 


We doff our 1890 model derby to John 
M. Kelley founder and president of 
what should now be recognized as the 
eighth wonder of the world. 





To this great institution we pledge our unequivocal support 
and devotion. THE CIRCUS MONTHLY - ILLUSTRATED 
will publish an average of eight pages per issue informing our 
readers of the endless additions and improvements in this, 
the greatest of all circus museums. 





A Philosophical Gem 
Emitted By a Circus Great 


“The fellow who is satisfied with 
himself at any age is a has-been and 
has accomplished all he ever will.” 


John M. Kelley “The Sage of Bara- 
boo”, Attorney Emeritus for the 
Ringling interests; founder and 
president of the Circus World 
Museum. 89 years old and still 
raring to go. Spoken with vim 
and vigor at Baraboo, Wis., July 
17, 1961. 





CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Clear Post Card Size, 5x7, 8x10 Size Photos Of Barnum & Bailey, 
Ringling Bros. Hagenbeck Wallace, Sells Floto, Buffalo Bill, 101 
Ranch, Sparks, Beatty, Cole Bros., Robbins Bros., Old Bridgeport 
Conn. Quarters, Sarasota And Baraboo Quarters, Al. G. Barnes 
Wreck, Hartford Fire etc. 


SEND ONLY 25c FOR CATALOG AND SAMPLE VIEW. 


ROBERT D. GOOD 


1609 TURNER STREET ALLENTOWN, PENN. 











— 
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The Rich Aroma of Elephant . .. 





—By a Journal Artist 


John M. Kelley, defender of elephants 


Editor's Note: This article and 
picture appeared on the Green 
Sheet of The Milwaukee Journal, 
under date of June 28, 1961. It is 
reprinted verbatum by permission 
of Wade Mosby, editor of the 
Green Sheet. 


Do elephants have a distinctive odor? 
Of course they do—and to the dyed 
in wool circus fan it's an essential bit 
of atmosphere. 


But to others, well, an elephant just 
smells. Following is a verbatim ex- 
change of letters between a Madison 
woman who obviously finds elephant 
scents offensive, and 88 year old John 
M. Kelley, president of the Circus 
World Museum at Baraboo, who thinks 
otherwise—as you will discover. 


Kelley, who was attorney for the 
Ringling brothers for years, comment- 
ed on the exchange: “When you get as 
old as Methuseleh and as bald as a 
billiard ball, women will still get in 
your hair.” 


The letter that started it off: 


Circus World Museum 
Baraboo, Wis. 
Dear Sir: 

We visited your museum and thor- 
oughly enjoyed ourselves, except for 
one thing—the smell of the elephant. 
This seemed too bad to have the smell 
amid all of the wonderful exhibits that 
we saw. There must be something you 
can do about this, 





Yours very truly, 
MES S 


And Kelley took pen in hand and 
replied: 


Dear Madam: 

You seem to be wandering like a lost 
child, in an ozone of wilderness. I will 
do my best to help correct’ your ap- 
parent misunderstanding relating to 
the fitness, rapture and tonic wrapped 
up in the museum’s elephant smell. 

For many a year elephant smell in 
old winter quarters exerted as much in- 
fluence upon children for truthfulness 


as a Sunday school lesson. After their 
round of play with elephant Babe— 
late for supper—they would amble 
home to be questioned by mother as to 
where they had been. 

Those who lied had occasion to woo 
the value of truth. Their mother knew 
by the smell of them where they had 
been. It is from those incidents of ele- 
phant smell that the Ringling shows 
came to be called the Sunday School 
Circus. 

There are smells to share and smells 
to shun. There is scarcely anything 
more detessably smelly than a mud- 
yard pig. However, those who abhor it 
on foot, adore it when corpus, squeal 
and smell are converted into sausage. 

The function of smell is to impart 
fragrance acceptable to varied tastes, 
and the elephant variety stands pre- 
eminent in purity, strength, constancy 
and pungency. It is only within the last 
century that American culture popular- 
ized nasal acceptance of elephant smell. 

A lady of your fine discernment 
should not remain aloof and out of step 
with the marching throngs that mellow 
their mood and happily relax in the ex- 
hilarating sniff of elephant smell. 

Its lodgement even in the home con- 
tributes comfort, confidence and peace. 
No wife of an elephant handler has 
ever sued for divorce. It is the only 
smell that knits the family tie. 

Conversion to elephant smell is ed- 
ucational and, like the olive or garlic, 
one has to cultivate a taste for it. You 
cannot see it or feel it—yet it clings 
like a mother’s love. 

Its vaporized essence is so real that 
you cannot dilute it, disolve it, liquify 
it, freeze it, smother it, counterfeit it, 
cut it, shake it or lose it. Its attach- 
ment has the tinge of the fee simple. 
Little wonder that America’s millions 
in circus, museum and zoo, have rallied 
with amazing schnozzle aptitude for 
this wondrous smell. Its fragrance is 
nationalized. 

Historically, Robert Bruce watehed 
and waited for the spider to try again. 
I invite you to again visit the museum. 
Take a deeper breath into the volume 
of its penetrating fragrance. Be con- 
vinced Elephant smell is the fourth di- 
mension in the scope of museum fea- 
tures—and it is free. It is a bouquet 
attachment you may enjoy while you 
are there—and you will proudly carry 
it with you. 

Atmospherically yours, 


JOHN M. KELLEY, President 
Cireus World Museum, Inc. 
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Wisconsin State Officials Recognize 
The Value Of The Circus World Museum 


Ai Baraboo As A Tourist Attraction 


THE PROOF IS IN THE FOLLOWING LETTERS RECEIVED BY 
JOHN M. KELLEY, THE FOUNDER AND PRESIDENT, 
AFTER THE 1961 CELEBRATION 


“Department of State, 
Madison, Wisconsin, 
June 30, 1961 


“Mr. John M. Kelley, 
Circus World Museum, 
Baraboo, Wisconsin. 


Dear John: 


With all due respect to the hand- 
some honored guest, Mr. Dennis Mor- 
gan, as far as I was concerned, you 
were the ‘star’ at last night’s dinner, 
at Devi-Bara, 


As usual, I enjoyed your talk ever 
so much, but it was much too short. 


Despite the confusion that will un- 
doubtedly take place tomorrow, I hope 
that our paths cross again and that 
the pleasure of meeting you will be 
mine again. 


With good wishes to you, I am, 


Sincerely, 


Robert C, Zimmerman, 
Secretary of State” 


‘Senate Chamber, 
Madison, Wisconsin, 
July 6, 1961 

“John M. Kelly, 

Circus World Museum, 

Baraboo, Wisconsin. 

“Dear John: 

I read your story, ‘Nhe Rich Aroma 
of Elephants, with great interest. I 
concluded immediately that you had 
written the article with tongue in 
cheek and found it most amusing, 

Your fertile and imaginative mind 
continues to function and I have great 
admiration for you and your zeal for 
life, and continued devotion to the cir- 
cus and promotional activities for your 
home community. 

I enjoyed meeting you at the Dennis 
Morgan dinner and hope that our paths 
again may cross in the near future. 

Should you be in Madison at any 
time please stop in and see me if 
there is anything I can do for you don’t 
hesitate to let me know. 

With kindest regards, I am, 
Very truly, 

Warren P, Knowles, 
Lieutenant Governor 








DENNIS MORGAN ADDED 
ATTRACTION AT BARABOO 
CIRCUS FESTIVAL 
JUNE 29 — JULY 1 


Motion picture star, Dennis Morgan, 
appeared at the Circus Day Celebra- 
tion, in Baraboo, Wis., June 29 through 
July 1. He was invited to Baraboo by 
the Business Men’s Association, With 
his wife and son he stayed at the Devi 
Bara resort. 

Morgan was born in Prentice, Wis. 
He attended Carroll College, at Wau- 
kesha. In addition to being an actor, 
he is a singer. 

The Circus World Museum had its 
opening in 1959 with a parade, featur- 
ing Rhonda Fleming. 

At the Rose Bowl game in 1960, the 
Wisconsin athletes were extended 
many courtesies by Morgan, during 
their stay in California. Now they did 
everything possible to return the favors, 
and Dennis and his family greatly en- 
joyed the Circus Days at Baraboo. 
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UNITED STATES 
TENT 
And Awning Co. 


ESTABLISHED 1870 


Over 90 Years of 
Specialized Experience. 


MAIN OFFICE & FACTORY, 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 
1230 N. EAST AVENUE 


PHONE: 955-6316 


Circus - Carnival - Concession 
Any Size - Any Type - 
Ride Canvas 
GEO. W. JOHNSON 
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ALICE, PIONEER ELEPHANT 
OF RINGLING BROS. CIRCUS 
STILL ON EXHIBITION 
— POSTHUMOUSLY 


Even a dead elephant can’t quit the 
circus business. Alice, a pioneer mem- 
ber of the herd of the Ringling Bros. 
Circus died in Baraboo, Wis., the 
cradle of what was to become “The 
Greatest Show on Earth,” August 27, 
1912. 

The tough old hide of Alice was 
immediately stuffed and she was made 
an exhibit of the Milwaukee Museum. 
There is no person living today who 
will hazard a guess as to what Alice 
is stuffed with. Even John M. Kelley, 
the Sage of Baraboo and Attorney 
Emeritus for the Ringling interests, 
deposeth and affirmeth that he know- 
eth not with what Alice is stuffed to 
make her stand erect and lifelike, If 
any living person has been curious, 
they have not been nosey enough to 
rip the tough old hide open to satisfy 
their curiosity. So there the mystery 
of Alice’s perpetual life rests on its 
own merits, 

It is suffice to say that Alice, as she 
exists today, is a magnificent example 
of the art of taxidermy. Adorned with 
a gaudy green and gold circus blanket, 
Alice stands today on the second floor 
of the Milwaukee Museum, which has 
a circus atmosphere, even to sawdust 
on the floor and the aroma of the 
menagerie tent of yesteryear. 

Standing behind a rope, just as she 


| did a half century ago, Alice looks so 


natural that it is no uncommon 
occurance when visitors offer her pea- 


ii imuts, 





PLANNING 
AHEAD 


CHARLIE CAMPBELL, who has 
been secretary-treasurer of Hagan- 
Wallace Free Circus, playing shopping 
centers and celebrations, has closed 
with that organization and is now at 
Uniontown, Ind., getting ready a circus 
of his own for the season of 1962. 
Charlie is recognized as one of the 
circus’ greatest historians, 





OF ALL THE 
COLA DRINKS, 
PEPSI - COLA 
IS THE FRIENDLIEST 
TO THE CIRCUS. 
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ONE OF THE TEN GREATEST NEWSPAPERS OF THE WORLD 
TAKES COGNIZANCE OF JOHN M. KELLEY’S 
“RICH AROMA OF ELEPHANTS” STORY 
AND IMMORTALIZES IT 
WITH AN EDITORIAL 


The St. Louis Post Dispatch, recently recognized John M. Kelley’s story, “The 
Rich Aroma of Elephants,” as a classic when it printed the following editorial: 


PARFUM DES ELEPHANTS! 

“If you want to be loved, smell like an elephant. That is the unexpected advise 
of a man who has smelled plenty of then—John M. Kelley, of Baraboo, Wis., 
president of the Circus World Museum. Mr. Kelley has picked himself a rather 
off-beat odor to popularize, but he certainly beats a drum for it. The most skill- 
ful advertising copy-writer could scarce do better. 

“Exciting and exhilirating,’ he says of it. ‘Stands pre-eminent in purity, 
strength, consistancy and pugency. Contributes comfort, confidence and peace.’ In 
his enthusiasm for the aroma he loves he coins a spate of slogans any one of 
which could capably support a million-dollar advertising campaign: ‘It clings like 
a mother’s love,’ ‘No wife of an elephant handler has ever sved for a divorce,’ ‘It 
is the only smell that knits the family tie.’ 

“We had always supposed that the smell of bread baking knitted about as 
stout a family tie as anything in the olfactory department. But our ignorance of 
the domestic life of elephant handlers is virtually complete. We defer to Mr. 
Kelley’s superior knowledge in all these matters. 

“If some smart entrepreneur doesn’t take up where he nas left off and come 
out with an Eau d’ Elephant, For the Woman who wants to be Adorned Not Just 
Tonight But Forever, we miss our guess, and probably do.” 

Now isn’t that something for the city of Baraboo, the Cireus World Museum, 
the State of Wisconsin, and John M, Kelley himself to crow about? When the 
Baraboo News-Republican reprinted this editorial, as copied from the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, classed as one of the world’s 19 greatest newspapers, John M. 
Kelley stock on the Baraboo Curb Exchange, advanced 100 points. “The Sage of 
Baraboo” has reached a new high. More power to him! 


DO YOU NEED BUOYANCY? 


HERE IS THE PERSONIFICATION OF IT IN 
THE LIFE STORY OF THIS PUBLICATION’S 
LARGEST NEWSSTAND DISTRIBUTOR 


The story of Lou Swift is an in- 
spiring and equals that of any circus 
great or circus fan who has overcame 
handicaps in their climb up the ladder 
to success 

Lou Swift was born 66 years ago in 
a tough section of New York City. At 
the age of 6 he was stricken with in- 
fantile paralysis and he spent the next 
eight years of his life in a hospital. 
At the age of 14, the prime years of 
his boyhood lost forever, Lou Swift 
hobbled out of the hospital into a 
world of poverty and pain. 

For the rest of his life he was to 
watch his legs gradually wither away, 
until today he has to walk—when he 
can—on crutches. For the rest of his 
life, he was to undergo surgery almost 
every year, until today he is so immune 
to pain that he can be at work four 
hours after an operation. 


Growing up into a world of this kind, 


Lou Swift had ample time to think. 
While other men might have grown 
bitter, he grew compassionate, He de- 
veloped a love for human beings—for 
all human beings—and the suffering 
that all of them, in one way or another, 
experience in their lives, 


LOU SWIFT 


Thus, Lou Swift became a liberal, a 
humanitarian. His life was molded into 
a campaign for truth, freedom of 
thought and the abolishment of poverty. 

Traveling across the country to San 
Francisco to search for he knew not 
what, Lou Swift entered the world of 
business as a copy boy for the San 
Francisco Examiner. They laughed at 
him when he applied for this job, but 
gave it to him as a sort of joke, con- 
vinced his crippled legs would never 
stand up under the helter-skelter rush 
of the newsroom. 

Lou Swift went on to become number 
one man in the Exmainer’s circulation 
and promotion department. He helped 
to start a newspaper in Texas for the 
elder Scripps of the Scripps-Howard 
chain. 

Despite these activities, at 58 Lou 
Swift found himself without a job. No 
one would hire him, an old cripple, a 
has-been. But he had friends, and be- 
cause he did he was able to borrow 
$12,000 to buy a near-defunct news- 
stand in San Francisco. The newsstand 
was taking in the gross sum of $40 a 
day and its owner thought he had found 
a sucker in the person of Lou Swift. 

Six years later, the Golden Gate 
News Agency had become the greatest 
newsstand in the United States, and 
Lou Swift had branched out into dis- 
tributing nearly 200 publications him- 
self, 

Although already working seven 
days a week, Lou Swift decided in 1958 
to publish Morris’ Historie Travel 
Guide. It is the only publication that 
provides Negroes with a complete list 
of where to dine and sleep in cities all 
over the world. It loses money, but Lou 
Swift publishes it only because he 
wants to help the underdog. 

He shells out money from a kitty he 
keeps for the purpose of helping others. 
A brilliant philosopher emerges from 
his crippled body. When he first moved 
in to 66 Third St., it was a barber shop; 
they wanted to take out the mirrors, 
but Lou said, “No. I want to see the 
reflection of myself in the mirrors. I 
want to look at myself every day so 
that I will always know how others 
see me.” 

Lou Swift's mind is a filing cabinet. 
He has little shelves reserved for dif- 
ferent topics, and each is carefully 
catalogued. As other men train their 
bodies in a gymnasium, Lou trains his 
mind, While other men look vacantly 
into a store window, Lou looks and 
then turns away and tries to remember 
the things he has seen. If he makes a 
mistake, he takes himself to task. 
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Baraboo Does It Again 
. »» Wonderful Parade 


OVER 20,000 
SEE BIG EVENT 
OF CIRCUS DAYS 


Reprint From The 
BARABOO NEWS-REPUBLIC 
MONDAY, JULY 3. 1961 


Baraboo did it again on Saturday— 
put over a parade that kept a crowd 
estimated at over 20,000 people lined up 
for over an hour, thoroughly happy, 
even in a hot sun. The climax to the 
three-day Circus Days celebration was 
a smashing one. And for many the 
highlight was when Bertha, the Circus 
World Museum elephant, swayed into 
sight carrying not only Dennis Morgan, 
movie and TV star, but also Mrs. 
Morgan, 


During the celebration the Morgan 
family had endeared themselves to all 
who met them but the elephant riding 
episode clinched their popularity. 
Clutching an armful of roses, Mrs. 
Morgan literally hung on to the end 
of the 14-block march, while Dennis 
had a smile and a wave for the cheer- 
ing throngs. 


Long before parade time, people 
were parking many blocks away from 
the courthouse square—Broadway was 
lined on both sides as far as Eighth 
avenue and adjoining blocks the same. 
Despite the congestion, John Barn- 
hart, parade chairman, and his assist- 
ants, started the parade only a little 
behind schedule and it proceeded in 
rapid order. 


Leading the march came Charlotte 
Kunzelman on her beautiful horse, 
eantering along to win for herself the 
first prize trophy for horseback riders. 
Then came the sheriff’s posse, carrying 
the colors, then over a hundred floats, 
antique cars, marching bands, and 
clowns everywhere. Judges were sta- 
tioned on the reviewing stand on 
Fourth avenue and they spent a busy 
hour. 


For the novelty floats, they award- 
ed first place to the Sauk county traffic 
department with its timely “safety 
first” float, depicting the six casualties 
which the county has had thus far this 
year. Second place went to St. Mary’s 


Ringling Hospital with pretty nurses 
riding a convertable, pulling the float 
which depicted a hospital scene, the 
patients being entertained by a merry 
old clown, Third place winner was 
Grady’s Appliance the theme “don’t 
clown around with an old range” and 
pretty girls demonstrating the old and 
new in kitchen equipment. Fourth 
place went to Circus City Funland 
with its old cars and amusing passen- 
gers. 

For the circus floats, first place went 
to Joe Schell, the museum clown, with 
his trained llama. Second place winner 
was the Lions club with a caged lion 
waving to the crowd. Third place went 
to Ott Hardware with a circus wagon 
and clowns, Fourth went to Barnhart’s 
Inc., with a circus wagon and rotating 
sign. 

Baraboo fire department clowns took 
first place and they really earned it, 
“clowning” all along the line of march, 
Second place went to Ken Barnhart on 
the Barnhart float, third to Sears Roe- 
buck, and fourth to Tony Penn. 


In the antique car class, first went 
to Milton Schulte, second to Bill Ott, 
and third and fourth to Circus City 
Funland with 1910 and 1901 replicas. 


Reedsburg High school carried off 
the trophy for the best marching band. 
Hillsboro band was second, Baraboo 
Senior band third and the Cadence 
Cadets fourth. 


With Charlotte taking the trophy in 
the horse and horse units division, the 
Jr. Sheriffs of Sauk county took sec- 
ond, the sheriff’s posse third and 
Patsy Hoadley fourth. 


In the children’s class, winners were 
Randy Moedinger, Kevin Pfaff, Mari- 
lyn Pugh and Pamela Miller. 


At the lead of the parade came con- 
vertibles carrying the city, state and 
circus notables. These included Mayor 
Edward Ritzenthaler, Secretary of 
State Robert Zimmerman and wife, 
Senator William Proxmire, John M. 
Kelley, James Benardis, Earl Bonham, 
Jay Gould, Ray Hocum, Walter 
Schacht, Milt Bruhn, George Lanphear, 
and Ivy Williamson, 
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TO THOSE WHO VISIT 
BARABOO 
WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND: 


The Blue And White Motel 
Herman’s Restaurant 
Henderson’s Restaurant 


All of these establishments support 
the Circus World Museum, Here you 
will find luxury living at reasonable 
prices. Operators of similar institutions 
all over America would do well to go 
to Baraboo and make a study the effic- 
ient manner in which they are operat- 
ed, the service, the decor, and the 
quantity and quality of the food serv- 
ed. 


Do not fail to visit Wisconsin’s 
Capito] City of Madison, and when you 
get there make a bee-line for The 
Simon House, where your attentive 
host will be Deane Adams, the genial 
owner and manager. 

For the tenth consecutive year 
HOLIDAY, in the July, 1961, issue, 
gave awards for dining distinction to 
restaurants in many parts of the 
country. The Simon House was one 
so honored and Deane Adams was the 
subject of one of the three photographs 
which illustrated the award article. 
Don’t miss this treat! 


AND DON’T FAIL TO GO OR 
COME VIA CHICAGO 

A rare treat awaits you at 600 North 
Lake Shore Drive, Chicago’s Famous 
Gold Coast, which is the locale of Jim 
Creighton’s luxurious TOWER MO- 
TEL, RESTAURANT, COCKTAIL 
LOUNGE. It is built on the edge of a 
bathing beach where it is said the 
grains of sand are worth their weight 
in gold, 

You drive right up a ramp to your 
unit; your car is serviced, if you desire; 
you can dine in beautiful surroundings, 
in one of the dining rooms, or you can 
have your meals served in your room 
while you gaze out over the blue wat- 
ers of beautiful Lake Michigan. And all 
this for no more than you would pay 
at some rundown place located in an 
unattractive district. What more could 
you want? 

Be smart and go to Jim Creighton’s! 


“Thanks to the tireless efforts of 
Paul F, Yon Pool, the 1961 convention 
of the Circus Historical Society was 
one of our most constructive ones,” 

Bette Leonard 
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Every Day Is Circus 
Day At Baraboo 


One of the brightest spots on the 
passing American scene is the Ameri- 
can circus—that “greatest of all enter- 
tainment spectacles.” To preserve the 
history of this xreat institution, the 
Golden Age of the Big Top, and to pay 
tribute to the generations of circus 
people who made up the wondrous 
world of the circus, the idea for a 
Cireus World Museum was born. 

The new museum made its debut 
July 1, 1959, at Baraboo, Wisconsin. 
The circus is not new to this tiny city 
of 7,000 people. It fostered two of the 
largest circuses ever to hit the top— 
the Ringling Brothers circus and the 
Gollmar Brothers circus. Elephants and 
camels were not uncommon sights to 
the Baraboo townsfolk who daily rubb- 
ed elbows with snake charmers, sword 
swallowers, giants, midgets, and an 
acrobat from Arabia. 

The backyard of the jail at Baraboo 
was the site of the first Ringling 
Brothers show—the same show that 
was to grow into the “greatest show 
on earth” and require a 10-acre lot to 
accomodate its rings, 

This first show took place in 1884, 
and Baraboo was the Ringlings’ winter 
headquarters until the spring of 1918. 
The original buildings used as winter 
quarters still stand—and two of these 
have been completely refurbished to 
house the Circus World Museum collec- 
tions—rapidly becoming the finest i. 
the entire country 
Displays 

There is nothing more nostalgic for 
the cireus lover than the screaming 
wheezing music of the steam calliops. 
One of the few surviving steam calliop- 
es (pronounced cal-eelope by circus 
regulars), the “America,” is featured 
at the Circus World Museum, and 
screams its raucous melodies every 
day, The “America” was built in 1903 
for the Barnum and Bailey circus, and 
has 12 carved panels depicting 12 of 
the nations of North and South Ameri- 
ca, 

The Cleaver-Brooks company of Mil- 
waukee, which makes steam boilers, 
bought the abandoned three-ton music- 
maker a few years ago, restored its 
music-making innards—and presented 
it as a gift to the Circus World Mu- 
seum where it now has permanent 
quarters. 

Other displays include two band- 
wagons, actually among the largest 
cireus vehicles ever to roll in a giant 
circus parade. They are the “Mirror 


Wagon,” built in Baraboo in 1905 for 
the Gollmar Brothers circus, and the 
“Columbia”—one of the most elabor- 
ate circus wagons ever built. 

The wonderful world of circus post- 
ers comes to life again. Circus posters, 
in color, first appeared during the 
1840's, but the Golden Age of circus 
advertising covered the decades 1880 
to 1910. Posters of that period were 
made for leisurely viewing. The eye- 
catching wealth of detail and hand- 
some color delighted the young and old 
—but with the coming of automobiles 
and fast highway travel, the heyday 
of the old-time circus poster came to 
an end, 

Some very elaborate circus posters— 
with true circus prose—are shown at 
the Circus World Museum. An example 
of this prose is that written for the 
Barnum and Bailey show, when the fa- 
mous somersaulting automobile was 
featured: 

“The Limit: Le Tourbillion de la 

Mort, Where Chuckling and Ex- 

pectant Death Meets Disappoint- 

ment and Chagrin. 

A Tuning, Twisting, Twirling, 

Tossing, Tilting Transportation; 

the Thrilling, Terrifying, Tremen- 

dous, Tumbling, Tantalizing Tri- 
umph of All Time!” 

Cireus photographs tell another 
story of the cireus world. The famous 
Henry Atwell collection, donated to the 
Cireus World Museum by the Milwau- 
kee Journal, and numbering in the 
thousands, is the work of the official 
Ringling Brothers photographer, Work 
from the Chindahl collection—the late 
George L. Chindahl, official historian 
of the Cireus Fans Association of 
America—is also shown, The clowns, 
the fat ladies, the trained horse acts, 
all phases of circus life—eome to life 
— through pictures — at the Circus 
World Museum, 

Another attraction sure to delight 
even the most staid observer is the 
miniature circus, now housed in the 
former Ringling camel barn, This min- 
jature is a reproduction of Ringling 
Brothers Barnum and Bailey combined 
shows at the peak of its Big Top 
career, It has some 15,000 individual 
parts—each handmade by its owner 
John Zweifel, Evanston, Illinois, who 
began making the circus when he was 
six years old. His grandmother, Mrs. 
Ray Young, Monroe, Wisconsin, has 
made all the costumes for his tiny 
performers. The miniature circus re- 
quires a platform 44 feet long by 10 
feet wide, and is wired electrically so 
that many of the acts move. 


Circus performers also get a spot- 
light at the Circus World Museum. Joe 
Parsons, a famous high-wire artist of 
the 1880’s, was especially famous for 
his death-defying acts performed on 
roller skates and a bicycle—high above 
the crowd. Mementos of his fame are 
on display at the Circus World Mu- 
seum, along with those of many other 
famous circus performers. 

In Operation 

The Circus World Museum has al- 
ready become a mecca for circus lovers 
across the country. During its first 
month of operation, almost 100,000 
people entered through the gay ban- 
nerline “breakfront’”—into the world 
of the American circus. 

Several years of devoted work by 
devoted people were responsible for the 
Circus World Museum. Among these 
people are John J. Kelley, now 86 years 
old, who was for 31 years the attorney 
of the Ringling Brothers circus. 

Another is Clark Wilkinson, Baraboo 
insurance agent, who handled the de- 
tails of the opening of the Circus 
World Museum from the Baraboo end 
of the operation; and serves as secre- 
tary lof Circus World Museum, Inc. 

A vice president of Circus World 
Museum, Inc, and a distinguished cir- 


cus historian is) Charles “Chappie” Fox, 


who promoted the Circus World Mu- 
seum on many, fronts, and was another 
ofi the chief movers behind its develop- 
ment, A noted author of circus books, 
Chappie has recently completed “A 
Ticket To The Circus,” published by 
Superior Publishing Company, Seattle, 
Washington. 

The Circus World Museum is the 
newest and most lively branch of the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
The New York Times had this to say 
about its operation— 

“This is probably the only bona 
fide, educational museum in the 
world that sells popcorn and pink 
lemonade, and welcomes consump- 
tion on the premises. The usually 
staid researchers at the State His- 
torical Society in Madison, who 
discovered that more than seventy 
circuses ‘sprouted and blossomed 
on Wisconsin soil’, have caught the 
rhythm. . .” 

The Circus World Museum was de- 
signed to capture the sights, the 
sounds, and the atmosphere of the 
great American circus—and is doing 
just that today. The museum is open 
9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. seven days a 
week—and is open all summer—May 
through October. Admission is 60 cents 
for adults and 15 cents for children. 
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This is it! This is the beginning of 


THE TRUE STORY OF 
AMERICA’S NO. 1 SWASHBUCKLER 


NO MAN EVER LIVED WHO WAS 

MORE APPROPRIATELY NAMED — HE 

MIXED WITH EVERYTHING — HIS LIFE 

WAS A SELF-CONCOCTED MIXTURE 

THAT DEFIED THE TALENTS OF THE 

NATION'S TOP BRACKET PSYCHO ANA- 

LYSTS AND STIFLED THE IMAGINATION 

BY OF HOLLYWOOD'S GREATEST PRO- 

H. C. INGRAHAM DUCERS AND PRESS AGENTS. 


ToM 


The Most Authentic Story of A Circus Great Ever Written 
More Than One Hundred Rare Photographs 


FOUR YEARS IN RESEARCH AND WRITING - - - DON'T MISS A WORD OF IT. 
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TOM MIX =-: 


The authentic rags to riches 
story of a man who by his own 
recklessness became the idol of 
juveniles all over the world, and who 
was willing to indulge others if he 
could indulge himself at the same 
time. 


TO 
Circus Folks Everywhere — 
May They Always Be Right, 
But Right or Wrong — To 
Circus Folks. 
H. CI 


All rights reserved. (C) 1961 by H.C. Ingraham 


FORWARD 


Tom Mix was as unpredictable as 
the whims of the elements on the high- 
est peaks of the Rocky Mountains. 
The self-concocted mixture that was 
his life staggered the imagination of 
men who live and think normally. For 
each human trait he possessed, he also 
had one which contradicted or opposed 
it. 

It is doubtful that he was ever 
really contented or satisfied at any 
period of his life or in any one place. 
However, he invariably returned to 
either the Mulhall Ranch or the 101 
Ranch, the scenes of his first lasting 
friendships, for solace, following mis- 
adventure or disaster. He realized, at 
times, the value of real friends but in 
his most prosperous days he indulged 
them simply because it was necessary 
for him to have them around him in 
order to indulge himself. He failed 
to retain many real friends for any 
great length of time, and the number 
who mourned his passing were few 
indeed. 

If Tom Mix ever loved anything, 
other than himself, it was fine rai- 
ment, wild women and plenty of potent 
liquor. There were times when he 
showed a natural father’s love for his 
daughters, but this was quickly offset 
by his neglect of them and his indiffer- 
ence regarding their future. 

His was a fish bowl existence — he 


had neither the desire nor the ability 
to cover anything up. His life was like 
an open hook, open for anybody in- 
terested enough to read it. He laid 
himself wide open to blackmailers. 
However, there is no evidence that 
any shake-down attempts were ever 
made. He cared little, if anything, of 
what the public thought of him as long 
as he could wallow in his own glory 
and he was a box office attraction at 
the moving picture theatres, all over 
the world, for this was what kept him 
going. He probably throwed money 
around with greater abandon than any 
moving picture star on record. Yet, 
when it came to making a trade, he 
thought it was slick to trim the other 
fellow if he could, 


Tom Mix was, and still is, a con- 
troversial figure, just as are all others 
who leap to fame and fortune from an 
obscure background. Numerous tales, 
both good and evil, have been circu- 
lated about him. Many of them were 
no doubt true, while others were 
created by the relators for malicious 
or sadistic purposes, It is impossible, 
in such cases, to seperate the wheat 
from the chaff, Therefore, nothing of 
a conjectural nature has been included 
in this story of the life of America’s 
No. 1 swashbuckler. I have written only 
the facts as I have been able to sub- 
stantiate them after years of personal 
knowledge plus diligent research, 


According to an old adage, “variety 
is the spice of life.” This could certainly 
be applied to the women in the life 
of Tom Mix, for they were indeed a 
mixture, and this is applicable not only 
to the ones he married, but to those 
who were mere passing fantasies of 
his sex life. In reference to his five 
wives, this chronicler is absolutely 
unbiased, unprejudiced, and disinterest- 
ed. I am content to say that each of 
the “selectees” had their own individual 
reason for accepting the proposal of 
Tom Mix, which it is doubtful he made 
on bended knee. There is certainly 
nothing on record against the character 
of any of them. However, it is in- 
indisputable that they came from five 
distinct classes of our so-called society, 
but they were as different as any five 
cards you could be dealt in a poker 


game and as difficult to draw to. 
They certainly supplied another mix- 
ture in the mixed-up life of Tom Mix, 
and that’s enough said. 

Regardless of the conception, con- 
fliction, controversy, or criticism in- 
volved, it is my opinion that the life 
of Tom Mix served a good purpose 
in that he created a new hero for the 
juveniles of the world. His name is a 
legend which will endure for many 
generations to come. 

To the youngsters, he was clean in 
his morals and in his deeds. He was 
a composite of Buffalo Bill, Will Bill 
Hickok, Bat Masterson and Wyatt 
Earp, all rolled into one. All of them 
had been portrayed in the dime novels 
of the Old West, but none of them had 
the chance to perform in the movies 
as Tom Mix did. 

When Tom died of his own reckless- 
ness, just as he had lived, Hollywood 
gave him a great funeral, as is their 
custom when they bury one of their 
own. “So do the Chicago gangsters,” 
you are thinking, and I will have to 
agree with you. No one knows just 
how much real sorrow is behind these 
great displays — maybe it’s all just 
a part of the show for the ticket 
buyers. 

Perhaps you can do a better job than 
I have in fitting together the many 
parts of the jiggsaw puzzle that was 
the life of Tom Mix, and find a better 
excuse for it having ever been lived. 
I can only reiterate that I have re- 
corded only what I could prove by my 
own knowledge, from documentary 
evidence, and years of contact with 
other people, in on the know, whose 
veracity cannot be questioned. 

H. C. Ingraham 


CHAPTERIZATION OF THE 
SIMULATED MIXTURE 
THAT WAS THE LIFE OF TOM MIX 


Chapter 1 
The turbulent mixture that was Tom 
Mix becomes potent. 


Chapter 2 
Tom mixes with the U. S. Army, plus 
Cuba Libre, and acquires wife No. 1. 
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Chapter 3 
Life really starts for Tom Mix. West- 
ward Ho, and Go, Go, Go! 


Chapter No. 4 
Tom becomes’ a part of the Old West at 
its very best. 


Chapter 5 
A mixed-up period involving wife No. 
2, adventure in Colorado, and a re- 
turn to Oklahoma and Kansas to be- 


come a lawman, 


Chapter 6 
Even the rowdyism and outlawry of a 
construction camp can be mono- 
tonous after a taste of the glory 
that is the show business, 


Chapter 7 
A distasteful mixture of mediocre 
Success, tragedy,. barnstorming and 
adversity with which Tom takes on 
wife No. 3. 


Chapter 8 
The start on the long trek from rags 
to riches, from obscurity to public 
acclaim, during which Tom acquires 
a new mixture — his first daughter, 


Ruth. 


Chapter 9 
The variety and diversion of a lawless 
frontier is a mixture that should 
satiate the life of any man, but it 
was insufficient in the case of Tom 
Mix. 


Chapter 10 
Such ingredients of life would have 
staggered the average man, but they 
only stimulated Tom Mix, 


Chapter 11 
The big leap to fame and fortune, aided 
and abetted by super-duper Holly- 
wood press agents, a horse named 
“Tony”, and a brand new wife, plus 
the spice of scandal. 


Chapter 12 
At the top of the heap in the great 
poker game of life, with a new 
daughter, extravagance and senti- 
mentalism sitting in. 


Chapter 13 
Culture is culture, and cowpoke is cow- 
poke, and n’er the twain shall mix! 


Chapter 14 
The ingredients of circus life and a 
fifth wife are added to an already 
effervescent mixture. 


Chapter 15 
A mediocre mixture of success and 
adversity during which Tom’s shin- 
ing star begins it descendency. 


Chapter 16 
The human rats begin to leave a sink- 
ing ship, but real troupers move in 
to take their places. 


Chapter 17 
Tom Mix lived recklessly, and by his 
own recklessness he died, 


THE INEVITABLE AFTERMATH 


CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 


HOSS LAFFS FROM 
THE LIFE OF TOM MIX 


Chapter 1 


Tom Mix arrived in the Old West 
in time to be classified as a frontiers- 
man. He was a product of its rapid 
changes. He was a part of it during 
the period of what we call progress 
was about to take on momentum, He 
saw the West change from the wild 
and wooly grazing ground of the out- 
law to the great industrial area that 
it was destined to be, In fact, he played 
a part the pioneers mapped out for 
him to accomplish the change, He had 
a part in protecting the interests of 
those who invested capital to in- 
dustrialize the West at the turn of the 
century. Tom later attempted to por- 
tray the West as he first knew it in 
the movies. Moving pictures were 
destined to make him the idol of 


+ millions of juveniles all over the world 


Tom Mix at the age of 414 years. Photograph taken at DuBois, Pa. 
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and to make him wealthier than he 
had ever dreamed of being. 

Tom Mix was a mixture of many 
human ingredients during the period 
of these great changes and he kept 
pace by changing just as rapidly as 
the West itself did. He was a bar- 
tender in wild frontier saloons, a cow- 
boy, a dude ranch foreman, a lawman, 
and a rodeo performer, From the very 
first, he was always a showman — a 

hbuckler. 

In some ways he was an improve- 
ment on Buffalo Bill, Tom was indeed 
more successful in a financial way 
Hollywood pr agents anointed him 
with glimmer and glamour, but Tom 
was always his own best publicist 
His dress and swagger attracted 
attention wherever he appeared, 

In my research of his life I follow- 
ing his trail from his birthplace in 
Pennsylvania, out through Kansas and 
Oklahoma, to Texas and on to Holly- 
wood, I examined newspaper files, 
municipal records, and talked with 
hundreds of his old friends and to 
just as many enemies. The results, 
recorded herein, are as factual as hu- 
man endeavor can establish them. 

Thomas Edwin Mix was born Jan- 
uary 6, 1880, in a small box-like frame 
house, just a hop, skip and a jump from 
the railroad station at Mix Run, Penn- 
sylvania. 

His father, Edwin Elias Mix, was an 
energetic, ambitious, hard-swearing 
horse trader. He was of French des- 
cent, his ancestors having arrived in 
America prior to the Revolution. They 
originally settled in Massachusetts, 
but Tom's great grandfather, Soloman 
Mix, didn’t take root there and had 
drifted west. He eventually settled in 
the Allegheny Mountains area of 
Pennsylvania, and later founded the 
little village of Mix Run, on Bennett's 
Branch, adjacent to Driftwood. 

The Mix famliy occupies quite a 
space in the history of that part of 
Pennsylvania. Monuments perpetuating 
the memory of the early members of 
the Mix clan dot the countryside. 
Records prove that Tom Mix was a 
direct descendent of John Barr, a noted 
Revolutionary soldier. 

Early in his young manhood, Ed Mix 
met and courted Elizabeth Hamilton, 
who sprang from the famous Penn- 
sylvania-Dutch stock, noted for their 
roaming until they found a place to 
their liking to settle. Her folks had 
been among the early settlers who had 
built their home along the banks of 
the Susquehanna River, dating back 
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Tom Mix as a young soldier in the Phillipines 
— a non-commissioned officer. 


to several years before the beginning 
of the War of the Revolution, The 
fertile land in that valley made them 
contented and prosperous and the 
rich land had been handed down from 
one generation to another. 


So Ed Mix and Elizabeth Hamilton 
were married February 6, 1875. They 
raised four children, the last to be born 
was Tom. His sisters were Emma and 
Essie, and his brother was Harry, 
named in the order of their birth. 


During Tom’s early childhood his 
father was the manager of a large 
farm owned by early settlers without 
sons of their own to take over when 
they grew old. 


Young Tom lived in an atmosphere 


of violence and fear, A secret clan of 
mountain gunmen roved through Lotus 
Valley. They frequently rode into Mix 
Run and shot down some of the in- 
habitants for no reason whatever. 

At the time, the Mix clan was carry- 
ing on a bitter family fued. Tom, like 
the other Mix offspring, was tutored 
in the proper use of the rifle and six- 
gun long before he was out of short 
pants, Tom took to this sort of educa- 
tion like a duck to water. Walter 
Moate, the most proficent 44-40 
wielder in the Allegheny Mountains, 
sided with the Ed Mix forces in the 
feud. Moate had spent a portion of his 
earlier life on the wild Texas frontier, 
and his dexterity with firearms had 
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earned him respect in the Lone Star 
State. Tom had great admiration for 
the old gunslinger and was his apt 
pupil. 

Tom spent the greater portion of his 
early years with his grandfather who 
lived next door to his own folks in 
Mix Run. His grandaddy’s barnyard 
was without doubt the preparatory 
school that was to make him one of the 
greatest horsemen to western ranches, 
the rodeos, the wild west shows and 
the Western movies have ever known. 
There have been none that excelled 
him, and few that equaled him. All 
of the Mixes were expert shots and 
adept horsemen. 

Grandfather Mix became thoroughly 
disgusted with the state of affairs in 
his own community. He wanted to 
settle the differences between the clans 
without violence or bloodshed and he 
attempted to do so. However, the other 
feudists, on both sides, opposed him 
and plans, Men continued to be shot 
down and the family feud went on and 
on. 

Tom’s Uncle Warren, “Tricky Mix,” 


a 


was shot and killed at Mix Run by 
one Robert Clarke, Old timer of the 
area claimed that Clarke would never 
have dropped “Tricky” had not the 
latter been still weak from a bullet 
wound he had received in a previous 
gunfight. A few months later Clarke 
was ambushed and severely wounded 
in the leg, which had to be amputated, 
Another of Tom's uncles, Newton Mix, 
was convicted of the shooting, Accord- 
ing to the legend of the region, 
“Trick’s” wife actually did the shoot- 
ing, but Newton took the blame to 
protect her. Old timers pointed out 
that “a dead shot like Newton Mix 
just don't hit a man in the leg.” 

As I delved deeper into the circum- 
stances surrounding the e: life of 
Tom Mix I felt as if it w foreor- 
dained that he should start life in such 
an atmosphere of uncertainty to pre- 
pare him for the reckless, adventurous 
life he was to live in the West, for 
that was where he was destined to 
migrate while still a very young man, 
and to become an integral] exponent of 
it. He never had to look for excitement 
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in the scenes of his childhood, and he 
never had to seek it later in his life 
— it always sought him. 

By the time 1888 rolled around, Ed 
mix was in accord with his father re- 
garding the impossibility of a peace- 
ful coexistence at Mix Run, Ed decided 
he didn’t want to raise his family 
in the midst of such bloodshed and the 
daily life of uncertainty and insecurity, 
His oldest son, Harry, would soon be 
of age, and would then be expected to 
take a hand in the flaming feud. And 
little Tom would soon be old enough 
to realize what it was all about — he 
was wising-up too fast as it was for a 
youngster of his age. Futhermore, Tom 
didn’t need a source for original ideas 
on how to run wild — they were pop- 
ping out of his fertile brain almost 
hour! With this chain of thoughts, 
Ed Mix decided to move and move 
quick. 

He had heard that John E. DuBois, 
wealthy landowner of nearby Clear- 
field County, needed an efficient 
manager for his vast holdings. Ed 
Mix purchased a new buckboard, in 


TOM MIX AT THE INNAUGURATION OF PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
IN WASHINGTON IN 1905 


Tom was chosen as one of the young cowboys to accompany Seth Bullock's Cowboy Brigade to ride down Penn- 
sylvania Ayenue in Teddy Roosevelt’s innaugural parade. Tom is third from the right in the front row. Teddy loved the 
West and the West loved Teddy, and without exception every person in this rare photograph was his friend and companion 
and he was ever ready to swing the Big Stick for them. He appointed several of them to federal offices. 
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order to make a good front, hitched 
two of his finest horses to it. Into 
the new yehicle he loaded his family, 
and drove along the river road for 
forty miles to DuBois, Pennsylvania. 

John E. DuBois had heard of Ed 
Mi ability as a horse trainer; he 
knew also that Ed was a good black- 
smith, and a capable farm overseer. 
He also knew that Ed was a back- 
woodsman and would be well satisfied 
with good treatment. DuBois hired Ed 
Mix on the spot. This Mix family set 
up house keeping in a one-room house 
on a small farm owned by DuBois, 
just north of the town that bore his 
name. Tom had just reached the age of 
eight at the time 

Two years previously, Tom had 
started attending school at a two-room 
schoolhouse at Mix Run. He now 
started attending school in DuBois and 
was given duties to perform both be- 
fore and after school hours. His father 
liked for him to work at odd jobs in 
and around the blacksmith shop, as he 
had a special apptiude for that kind 

. As he grew, he was given 

chores in the stables. He 

soon learned to feed, water and curry 
the horses and mules. Mr. DuBois 
owned some of the best-gaited tho- 
roughbred horses in the state, and Tom 
was soon putting them through their 
paces. He took to horses and he 
took to him. His affection for hors 
w no doubt a heritage. His father 
was known as one of the best judges 
and trainers of horseflesh in Clearfield 
County: 

The Buffalo Bill Wild West Show 
cume to town the first summer Tom 
Mix lived in DuBois. Ed Mix took his 
family to see the show and Tom was 
never to forget the thrill that passed 
through him by the sight of this, the 
first wild west exhibition he had ever 
seen. Right then and there, he vowed 
that some day he would be a great 
Wild West showman, just like Buffalo 
Bill, Sure, I know millions of kids the 
world over have expressed the same 
intentions and ambitions, only to devi- 
ate to some other life vocation for 
which they were better suited. How- 
ever, the fact is that Tom Mix kept 
his vow, no doubt aided and abetted 
by fate and circumtances, and eventual- 
ly excelled the great Buffalo Bill in 
every way, except in picturesque ap- 
pearance, which Tom had no desire for 
even though it was typical of what the 
average Easterner though pioneers of 
the Old West really looked like. 

Tom’s first act in his desire to be 
a Wild West performer took place the 
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EZRA MEEKER (1830-1928) 


Ezra Meeker blazed the Oregon Trail in 1851. He was with Tom Mix on 
both the Mulhall Wild West Show and the Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Real Wild 
West Show. Tom had Ezra in some of his most successful pictures, and had 
great respect for the old pioneer who lived for almost a century. After Ezra 
became too feeble to travel Tom visited him at his home at Puyallup, Washington, 
whenever he could. Tom looked upon Ezra Meeker as one of the world’s greatest 
men. He formed the Oregon Trail Association. 


very next day when he started practic- 
ing the knife throwing act he had been 
so impressed by. Using his sister, 
Essie, as a stand in, he stood her 
against a shed with an apple balanced 
on her head. He was just preparing 
to make his first throw when the other 
members of the family rushed to 
Essie’s rescue. Ed Mix gave Tom’s 
breeches a good dusting when he came 
home and was told of the “grand ex- 
hibition.” But the incident did not deter 
Tom in his determination to become 
Buffalo Bill's rival. He had acquired 
a new aim in life — he was no longer 
a child with dreams. It was to take 
him years to achieve his objective, but 


he was now on his way. 

Tom grew to young manhood in 
accord with the code of the Allegheny 
Mountain folk. He hunted rabbits and 
squirrels in the woods adjacent to his 
home from the time he was big enough 
to handle a gun. Of necessity, he had 
been taught the preliminaries of marks- 
manship from the age of six, while 
they still lived at Mix Run. Accuracy 
with firearms seemed to come natural 
to him, as it had to the elder Mixes. 
As a young man Tom was considered 
the surest shot in or around DuBois. 

As Tom Mix grew older, he spent 
more and more time with the DuBois 
horses, teaching them new tricks and 
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practicing the old ones. He loved 
horses and horses loved him. Many 
times he was known to have been ex- 
tremely cruel to human beings but 
never to a ho: Ed Mix had done a 
good job in teaching his son the tech- 
nique of horse training. He was an 
expert horse trainer before he was 
sixteen, 


Tom found time to take on a good 
many odd jobs while living in DuBois. 
He spent one summer as a nurse maid 
to a herd of cows owned by the proprie- 
tor of the general store. He was a 
eall-boy for the railroad for several 
months, and he had jobs in several of 
the lumber camps in that part of the 
Keystone State. He carried water for 
the lumberjacks and worked in the 
stables. 

Tom attended high school in DuBois, 
which was advanced education in those 
days. One of Tom’s classmates, Arthur 
Weber, recalls that Tom's attendance 
was irregular. It seems that Tom pre- 
ferred playing cowboy, hunting, and 
horse riding, more than an education. 
Weber further stated that Tom was 
quiet and shy, not at that time in- 
terested in girls, and that he had 
very few intimate friends during his 
schoo] days. It will be revealed that 
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this mountain boy's personality under- 
went a great change in later years, He 
came to crave the spotlight of public 
attention and women were his great- 
est weakness, 


When Tom Mix reached the age of 
17, he decided that he was a grown 
man, He was almost six feet tall, 
weighed about one hundred and eighty 
pounds, and his muscles were fully 
developed by the manual labor he had 
p2rformed and the clean mountain air 
he had breathed. He was not doing so 
well in school and his father decided he 
should learn a trade. So the elder 
Mix secured a job for Tom in the 
Gould Coupler Works, at DePew, New 
York, with the hope that young Tom 
would learn the moulder’s trade. 
According to DuBois legend, Tom had 
stolen a horse and had to leave DuBois 
to avoid arrest. However, Arthur 
Weber states there is no basis for 
the tale, Earl F, Mix, a cousin of Tom's 
who grew up with him, confirms the 
untruthfulness of the story, expressing 
the belief that it was started by some 
member of the still-feuding Mix clan. 

Tom’s starting job at the DePew 


plant was that of pincore boy, He 
supplied the moulders with the “pin- 
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cores” that were placed in the red- 


hot moulds. He pushed a wheelborrow, 
loaded with pincoves, and handed them 
out as the moulders needed them. Tom 
detested the heat and grime of the 
foundry, after living in the clean 
mountain air all of his previous life, 


However, he did find diversion in 
DePew. They were just starting to 
play football in America and the 
foundry workers had an organized 
team, Tom joined the team playing 
an end, later being switched to the 
backfield. 


Bicycles were just becoming popular 
and Tom began immediately to save 
money toward the purchase of one 
and as soon as he obtained it, he be- 
gan peddling it on the highway be- 
tween DePew and the near-by large 
city of Buffalo. He was soon attending 
the bicycle races which were held in 
Buffalo every Sunday. But this was 
not exciting enough for Tom, He began 
to lay off too much from work and 
was discharged from the foundry, He 
was broke and had no alternative other 
than to return to DuBois, although he 
knew it would be too tame for him, 
now that he had tasted a faster life 
in DePew and Buffalo. 
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Then the unexpected happened! On 

24, 1898, Spain declared war on 

! Tom grew enthus- 

jastic when the call was issued for 

volunteers, He responded to the pioneer 

blood that rushed through his veins and 

on April 25th, he journed to Philadel- 
phia to enlist. 

Tom had heard that this war was 
going to be fought on the scas. He 
craved excitement, travel and adven- 
ture, and here it was, He decided to 
enlist in the y. The minimun age 
of a recruit was 21 at that time, so 
Tom was turned down flat when he 
truthfully stated that he was 18. Un- 
daunted, Tom simply hiked his age up 
three years, and applied at the U. S, 
Army recruiting station, where he was 
quickly aceepted. He wa nt, with 
others, to Washington, D. C., where he 
was sworn in on April 26, just two 
days after war had been declared. And 
so began a life of adventure not be- 
fore or since equaled by one who 
achieved world-wide publicity, 


CHAPTER TWO 
(Continued in October Issue) 


HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH 


Taken at Jungleland, Thousand 
Oaks, California, upon the occasion of 
the C. F. A. convention, June, 1957. 


Seated in the wheel chair: The 
venerable Jake Posey, now 98. 


Left to right, standing: Bob Ta- 
ber, Chas. “Puck” Nelson, Liza Mat- 
hews, Bob Mathews. 


TOM MIX A 
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This is an early day picture of Tom Mix with two other waddies taken 
while he was employed on the famous 101 Ranch. 


The Great Jake Posey 
Celebrates His 98th Birthday 
By Bob Taber 


Good friends of Jake Posey, the last 
of the 40-horse drivers, gave him a 
large, grand and glorious “HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY” posteurd shower upon 
the occasion of his 98th birthday, June 
27th, of this year. The cards came 
from far and near. Some were sent 
regular mail, some air mail, and many 
were delivered in person, 

The big party was held at the home 
of Lyman Sheldon, 2445 North Gower 
St, Hollywood, California, on the 
afternoon of Sunday, June 25th, In an 
atmosphere of the circus, retired and 
active circus folks, and circus fans 
gathered to honor the grand old man 
of the circus who drove 40 horses 
hitched to a band wagon in the Barnum 
& Bailey Circus parade when that 
great show toured Europe. Jake also 
toured Europe with the Buffalo Bill 
Wild West Show. 

A huge birthday cake was baked 
for this great occasion, Atop it were a 
miniature circus wagon to which 40 
miniature horses were hitched. It was 
a great afternoon for all who were 
present, 

Probably the guest who traveled 
the farthest to attend the event was 


Dick Slayton, who came all the way 
from Florida. He is with the Wm. 
Kay Productions. George Perkins, of 
the Ken Jensen Circus, was present, 
as were C. H. Alton, former circus 
owner, and his wife, Liza Nelson 
Mathews, and Oscar Landnesser, whose 
circus history dates back to the Norris 
& Rowe Circus. 

Large groups of people arrived 
shortly after 1 p.m, and they kept 
coming until well after night fall. It 
was a great day for the great Jake. 


THINGS 
CIRCUS FOLKS REMEMBER 


The value of time. 

The pleasure of working. 
The worth of character. 
The influence of example. 
The dignity of simplicity. 
The power of kindness. 
The success of perseverance. 
The wisdom of economy 
The joy of originating. 


The profit of experience. 
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ED SULLIVAN, the New York 
Daily News columnist, and producer of 
America’s No. 1 TV Variety Show 
which uses many circus acts. Here, the 
great Ed, doubles as a baby sitter for 
a chimp and likes it. As we go to press, 
Ed is in Europe taping some foreign 
circuses which will be seen on his pro- 
gram this coming season. Whenever 
things don’t stack up just right in the 
sports realm, the cue is: “Fetch Ed 
Sullivan.” 
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The Two Superduper Ed Sullivans 


Both Are Good Mixers - Both Are Good Fixers... 
Both Are Des 


erving Of Jumbo Awards 


FATHER ED SULLIVAN, center, 
with Jack Yancy on the left, and Lou 
Jacobs on the right. Father Ed is Rec- 
tor of all Saint’s Church, at Roxbury, 
Mass., Chaplain of the Circus Fans 
Association, the friend of all circus 
folks regardless of race or creed. 
Whenever and wherever he is needed, 
there Father Ed will go. When family 
feuding breaks out on any circus, the 
cue is: “Fetch Father Ed.” 
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The Immortal Circus City 


One of The Greatest 


of The Circus Greats 


Visits The Immortal Circus City, Peru, Ind. 


(From the Aug. 2, 1961, issue of The Daily Tribune, Reprinted by permission of that publication.) 


An 87-year-old man from Akron, 
Ohio was in Peru Tuesday to visit 
an old friend and to find a ride to 
Joplin, Mo, to a national convention. 

He is Eddie Jacks a native of 
Goshen, who has served as press agent 
and in public relations departments of 
the largest circuses in the United 
States. 

On top of that, he, at one time, 
made more money than Tom Mix 
when the latter was starting his 
movie career, back in the early 
1900's. 


The old friend he came to see was 
Gene Weeks, a concessionaire on cir- 
cuses for fifty years. 

recalled that around 1906, 

vas a bit player in the movies which 

—at that time—were being made in 
Chicago. 

Mix was only a “rough rider” at the 
movie lot, 

“If we needed a bag of nails he'd hop 
on his horse and get some nails,” 
Jackson said in explanation. 

He recalled that they were 
making a movie concerning Teddy 
Roosevelt and his African excur- 
sion and some Chicago negroes 
had been hired to play the African 
native parts. 

“The restaurants in the area wouldn't 
serve them so Mix would hop on his 
horse and go get baskets of food, 


“One time, after bringing back the 
food.” Jackson recalled, “N pried a 
board loose from the side of the build- 
ing they were in, 

“He shoved a baby lion inside then 
shouted with distress, ‘My God! The 
lion’s loose!’ You shouldd have seen 
them come out of that room,” Jackson 
said. 

Jackson was with the Gentry Bro- 
thers No. 1 Dog and Pony Show, out 
of Bloomington, from 1900 to 1905 and 
was press agent for Sells-Floto from 
1913-1916. He then went to Ringling 
Brothers before the latter combined 
with Barnum and Bailey, to the John 
Robinson Circus in 1917 where he 
served as 24-hour man and to Charles 
Sparks Circus from 1920-1929. 

He then served 25 years in the public 
relations department with Barnum and 
Bailey and Ringling Brothers Com- 
bined Circus. 

During the winter of 1919, Jack- 
son said, he brought the “Chocolate 
Soldier” — a musical show — to 
Peru where it played the Old Wal- 
lace Theater. 

Jackson came to Peru to see if he 
could get a ride to Joplin, Missouri 
Where the Circus Historical Society’s 
national convention is to be conducted 
later this week 

He left by bus Tuesday morning 
and was to arrive there early Wednes- 
day. 


Last Year's Attendance 
At The Circus Festival Totaled Over 


80, 


000 


The Number Was Larger This Year 


FULL COVERAGE, WITH PICTURES 
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE 


ALL CIRCUS WORLD 
SADDENED BY DEATH OF 
JOSEPH A. “JO JO” LEWIS 


Died Aug. 25, in a Logansport, Ind., 
hospital, at the age of 73. He had re- 
sided at Peru, Ind., for the past 40 
years. 

Born in Sweetwater, Te Dec. 25, 
1888, he traveled in the early 1900's 
with Miller Bros, & Arlington 101 
Ranch Wild West Show. He toured the 
country with Peru based circuses; John 
Robinson, Sells-Floto and Hagenbeck- 
Wallace. He also trouped with the 
Sparks Circus, Robbins Bros., Al G, 
Barnes, the Orrin Davenport Shrine 
Cireus and many others. 

He was a member of the Masonic 
Bodies, including the Shrine. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Eva Mae, to whom 
he was married in 1939. He was buried 
in a special section of Mount Hope 
cemetery, at Pern, which is reserved 
for circus greats. 


SARASOTA HOPES 
FOR CIRCUSLAND 


Sarasota, Florida, is basing its hopes 
for revival as a circus city in the pro- 
posed establishment there of a Circus- 
land attraction, originally designed for 
Sanford. 

The request to the promoters to ser- 
iously considered Sarasota the site, 
came from Al MeFayden, vice president 
of Florida Entertainment Enterprises. 
“Sarasota is definitely in the running 
to become the home of the attraction,” 
he said. “There are economie draw- 
backs and a population factor to be 
considered, but I have been assured 
S; ta will get full consideration for 

and.” 

Sanford was reportedly knocked out 
of the running when it was labeled “un- 
attractive” and was 1 to lack suf- 
ficient “natural Appe by advertisers. 


A powerful argument for circus per- 
formers to be on their good behavior 
is that thousands of youngsters daily 
decide they want to be just like them. 
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CLASS AND DISTINCTION 
ARE THE ADDITIVES 
AT INDIANA VILLAGE 


Fulton, Ind.—(Special to The Circus 
Monthly—Illustrated)—This is a small 
town but a lively one; recently, two 
automobile accidents in one day—one 
in the north end of town, and one in 
the south end. Nobody hurt, but it was 
discovered that an elderly farmer who 
drove a pickup truck in the collision 
had never possessed a driver's license, 

sens, Jorgen M. and 
Edna, are also helping to make things 
livlier in this burg. Last March they 
sold their beautiful No, 2 quarters, lo- 
cated in the scenic country near Idaho 
Falls, Colorado, and made the long 
trek back to this village, just like a 
pair of fledgling homing pidgeons, to 
once more occupy their No. 1 quarters, 
which lies in this area of circus lore. 
They at once started a series of reno- 
vations and moderniaztions, until now 
the place would not be recognized as 
the same one where, in 1938, Jorgen 
had 10 wild and wooly South Ameri- 
can horses, and so efficiently trained 
them to do his bidding. 

Who is boss at the Christiansen 
quarters? Well, it’s like this, Jorgen 
bosses Edna, and Edna bosses Jorgen, 
and they are both bossed by a, half- 
ounce Mexican bowwow, that Jorgen 
insisted naming “Suzette.” So there 
you have it—everything is peaceful ‘in 
this village, and happiness reigns! sti- 
preme, 

To complete their modernization 
program, Jorgen and Edna recently 
let a contract for a commodious two- 
car garage, with plenty of room for a 
bench, to keep Jorgen busy tinkering, 
and doing odd repair jobs, which Edna 
has ordered, and of which “Suzette” 
approves. 

‘Twas in this village that Jorgen 
and Edna were married January 6, 
1957. Oh, happy day! Is it any wonder 
they returned? 


THIS PREMIERE ISSUE 
of 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
is destined to become historical. 
Send copies to your friends 
Mailed anyplace in the world for 
50¢ per copy. 
Address: 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
P. O. Box 572 Owensboro, Ky. 








LIKE FATHER — LIKE SON 


EMMETT KELLY, JR., son of the world famous clown, and his family prefer 
to make their home in Peru, Indiana, a city rich in circus lore. They are 
scheduled to appear at the Circus City Festival there, Sept. 14 to 16, 1961. This 
recent AP Wirephoto was flashed around the world. 


OLD TIME RESIDENTS OF PERU 
HAVE KNOWN MANY CIRCUS GREATS 


Peru citizens have had the privilege 
of knowing many of the greatest of the 
circus great. In the days of the Ameri- 
can Circus Corporation, several circus. 
es they owned wintered in the Circus 
City and their general offices were 
maintained in the Wabash Valley Trust 
Co. building. After the interests of the 
Combine were acquired by the Ring- 
lings, the shows continued to winter in 
Peru, until they were withdrawn from 
the road, one by one. 

Two of the greats, well remembered 
in Peru, are Tom Mix, who was the 
feature attraction with the Sells-Floto 
Circus, and “The Great Wilno,” who 
was shot from a cannon. The latter 
once calculated that he was shot from 


the cannon twice daily for at least 200 
days of each season, 

Cora Bailey Davis, who received top 
billing, performed in a 60-girl aerial 
ballet on the Ringling Bros,-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, Her grandmother was 
the famous Mollie Bailey, the pioneer 
woman circus owner of the Old West. 

Famous equestrians were once famil- 
iar sights on the streets of Peru. They 
included Poodle Hanneford and his 
family, and Esterina’ and German 
Repenski. 

Noted elephant trainers quartered 
in Peru were Cheerful Gardner, Jimmy 
O'Connor and Bobby Peck. Eddie 
Woeckner, famous circus bandmaster, 
was a native of Peru. 
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NEWSPAPER BUYS FAMOUS 
CIRCUS WAGON TO KEEP IT 
PERMANENTLY IN PERU 


In 1960 the Peru Daily Tribune pur- 
chased an authentic circus wagon for 
use in that year's festival parade and 
to assure its permanence in The Circus 
City. It was acquired from Frank Fish- 
er, veteran circus man, who lives near 
Chili, Ind. 


Restoration work on the wagon was 
started immediately and it is all ready 
for this year’s festival parade. It is 
pulled by a four-horse hitch. 


It is a stake and chain wagon, built 
in 1920 and traveled with Robbins 
Bros. Circus and Cole Bros. Circus until 
the early 1950’s, when it was bought 
by Mr. Fisher. It is 10 feet high, 8 feet 
wide (with steel cellars), and was used 
by Fred Buchanon on his show for 
whom it was built in Kansas. When 
Buchanon made a run for the barn in 
1931, all of his equipment ended up on 
the circus farm operated by William 
P, Hall, at Lancaster, Mo. 


Hall sold the Robhins Bros. Circus, 
with all of its equipment to Zack 
Terrell and Jess Adkins in the winter 
of 1934-1935. Terrell and Adkins mov- 
ed the equipment to Rochester, Ind., 
and put the show on the road as Cole 
Bros. Circus. The famous wagon was 
with that circus until 1950 when it was 
badly damaged in a train wreck at 
Brainerd, Minn. The wagon was re- 
built, along with other equipment, in 
the railroad shops at Brainerd, during 
the week’s recess from the road the 
circus was forced to take. 

The wagon now is just the same as it 
was when it was first built, except for 
the wheels, The original wooden wheels 
with steel rims were removed by 
Terrell and Adkins in 1945 and the 
present hard rubber rimmed wheels 
substituted. 


COMING — 


In the Baraboo Section 
of our November issue: 
The Story of 
John M. Kelley’s 

“FUN ON THE 
FARM CIRCUS” 
First performance 1924 


DON’T MISS IT! 
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ORGANIZED 
1936 


Ned and Helen Aitchison’s American Miniature Circus. Hand carved. It re- 


quired 15 years to complete this masterpiece, 


=.: OR SHORT 


When It Comes To 
Pictures of 
Attractive Lady 


Circus Performers 


for those who like them 


We Promise To Satisfy 


The Most Discriminating 


IN OUR NOVEMBER ISSUE 


A Complete 
Coverage Of The 


CMB Convention 
MEMBERS OF CMB ARE 
INVITED TO SEND US 
THEIR COMMENTS AT 
ONCE . 


CIRCUS FARM 


CIRCUS FARM is the North 
Country’s newest attraction, ideally lo- 
cated between the White Mountains 
Region of New Hampshire and Maine 
Mountain and Lakes Region, 

The displays at CIRCUS FARM are 
planned so as to appeal to all age 
groups, and include the world’s finest 
miniature circus, the transition of cir- 
cus transportation in miniature, a com- 
plete pictorial and graphic history of 
the circus, as well as a large and 
varied collection of circus posters and 
all other forms of printed matter, 

Prices for adults are 50c; children 
25c. Special offer to groups of 20 or 
more, half price. Counsellors admitted 
free. 

CIRCUS FARM 
ROUTE 113 
WEST FRYEBURG, MAINE 


When it comes to a thorough know- 
ledge of the cireus and its traditions 
The Staff and The Advisory Board 
of THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — 
ILLUSTRATED is a multi-million 
dollar setup. 
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In Convention 
Assembled Circus 
Model Builders 
Observe 25th 
Anniversary 


During the 3-day Labor Day holiday, 
the Circus Model Builders held the 
most successful convention in their 25- 
year existence, this year at Hershey 
Sports Arena, in Hershey, Pa. 





Earl Allen, retired banker and a great friend of the circus, Sikeston, Mo., 
visits with Billy Sheets on the lot of Penny Bros. Circus, at Hayti, Mo., April 
30, 1961. Earl is the sprightly looking gentleman on the right. 


There were more than 150 individual 
displays of miniature circuses, and 
those in attendance were from all parts 
of the United States and Canada, fol- 
lowers of the circus who build tiny 
tented cities as a hobby. 

In addition to the model circus ex- 
hibits, there were rare old circus litho- 
graphs, photographs, programs, 
heralds and tickets, 

The public was admitted Sept, 3 
from noon until 8 p.m. and on Sept. 4 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Circus calliope 
concerts were played by Nelson Shuey, 
of Harrisburg, Pa., and John Lower, 
of Chambersburg, Pa. Shuey played his 
own calliope, and Lowery on one that 
was used in many famous old circuses. 
Circus acts were the other entertain- 
ment. 

Thanks to the anticipated co-opera- 
tion of several members of the Circus 
Model Builders, THE CIRCUS 
MONTHLY — ILLUSTRATED will 

Photo from Bob Taber Collection have an 8-page section of stories and 
Col. Wm. F. Cody — Buffalo Bill — stands proudly by his ticket wagon pictures covering this main event in 
outside old Madison Square Garden, in New York City, May 5, 1897. our next issue. 
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BILLY LORETTE 


WORLD FAMOUS CLOWN COP OF YESTERYEAR 
IRRONICALLY, HE HAS MADE COUNTLESS MILLIONS LAUGH 
BUT NOW HE WEEPS ALONE 


This photograph of the great Billy 
Lorette was made in 1933. For a num- 
ber of years Billy has been a resident 
of The Oak Forest Infirmary, Oak 
Forest, Illinois. The last time the 
Ringling Bros—Barnum & Bailey Cir- 
cus showed on the lake front in 
Chicago under canyas, John Ringling 
North sent a car for Billy and made 
him the guest of honor for the day, 


giving a big feed in the cookhouse for 
all. Once more Billy put on his makeup, 
donned his clown cop outfit and 
marched around the hippodrome track 
with the fifty other clowns, Billy is 
now in his eighties and we recently 
queried the superintendent as to Billy’s 
condition, enclosing a stamped and 


addressed cnvelope. We were puzzled 
until our friend, Earl Shipley, whose 
public just won't let him retire, came 
up with what is no doubt the right 
answer, Said Earl, “I did not go to 
see Billy while I was living in Chicago, 
because the head doctor at the in- 
firmary at the time, Dr. Schlack, who 
now lives in Sarasota, Florida, ad- 
vised me not to visit him, as it seemed 
to set him back mentally and depressed 
him when old circus friends came to 
see him. The last time I saw Billy, he 
was quite childish and cried like a 
baby. It is regretable but he seemed 
to be living in a world apart.” So that 
Statement of Earl’s probably is cor- 
rect — those in charge think it best 
for Billy not to be bothered. 


THE CIRCUS 
It lifts up our hearts to 
the heavens, 
To the radiant starlit skies 
Aglow with glory 
Which flows from the splen- 
dor of the circus. 
C. W. Finney 





Tom Mix Story Is 
Of Timely Interest 


The life story of TOM MIX beginn- 
ing in thís issue, will be of extra ordi- 
nary interest to our readers because 
production of “THE TOM MIX 
STORY” in the movies will start the 
middle of October. Steve Cochran, “a- 
look-alike” will impersonate Mix, who 
was the idol of youngsters all over the 
world. 


The producers have no worries about 
blood relatives because the MIX story 
is in public domain, 

Louella Parsons, famous Hollywood 
columnist and friend of movie stars, 
recently said of Mix: “There’s never 
been a character like Tom, who had his 
name in huge letters on his house, his 
car was blazoned with big initials, I 
remember so well a party he gave in 
my honor—I still have photographs 
from it. I was the only woman there 
and he had a throne set up for me and 
did I love it!” 


—_—______ 





THIS PREMIERE ISSUE 
of 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
is destined to become historical. 
Send copies to your friends 
Mailed anyplace in the world for 
50¢ per copy. 
Address: 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY 
ILLUSTRATED 
P- O. Box 572 Owensboro, Ky. 
ħi 
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Classified Ads 


ADDRESS ALL ADVERTISING COPY 
AND COMMUNICATIONS PERTAINING 
TO IT TO: 


THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — ILLUSTRATED 
P.O. BOX 572 
OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY 





(From this humble beginning, watch this department grow) 


COSTUMES 


NOTHING ELSE BUT CLOWN 
COSTUM and these nre custom made. 
Send for swatch pad and prices. ROBERT 
I. ERICHMAN, 5218-CM Schuyler St, Phil- 
adelphia 44, Pa. 


FOR SALE 


RARE OLD LITHOGRAPHS. Write me for 
and prices. EDNA CHRISTIANSEN. 
. Box 177, Fulton, Indiana. 


OLD TIME COLUMBIA GRAMOPHONE 
WITH FLARE HORN Make me an offer. 
C. J. DUPRE: 28 Larch Lane, Smithtown, 
Long Island, N.Y 


CIRCUS PHOTOGRAPHS 


MODERN CIRCUS PHOTOS — Distinctive 
5” x 7” color and black and white pictures 
showing equipment and performers associated 
with many of the U. S. circuses on the road 
today. For free catalog and sample photo 
write: HAYES GANIARD, Clarklake, Michi- 
gan. 


TOM ARNOLD presents 


Exclusive Visit to Western Europe 


Che Hi 
e Final 
Curtain 
SID T. JESSOP 
Chairman of the board of the U, S. 
Tent & Awning Company, which for 
many years made tents for the ma- 
jority of the larger circuses, died in 
Chicago, Aug. 10. He was 70. He is 
survived by his widow, Marion, and 
three sisters. His body was intered in 
Rosehill Mausoleum, Chicago, Aug. 14, 


after a Masonic Memorial Service Aug. 
13. 


Direct from the U.S.S.R. 
Complete All Russian Company 


The Incomparable and Fabulous 


mSGw Slate circus 


with 

SIXTY SOVIET STARS 
NEW TO THIS COUNTRY 
LONDON SEASON 


under the direction of 
CLEM BUTSON 


WORLD'S 
GREATEST 
CIRCUS 
THRILLS 


VLADIMER 
DUROV 

Honoured Artiste 

of the U.S.S.R. 

with his 

ANIMAL KINGDOM 
who will head the 
galaxy of star artistes 
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ADVERTISING RATES 
(Per Issue) 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
10 cents per word, Average 6 words to the 
line. Minimum ad accepted $4.00. Advertisers 
may choose the classification under which 


they wish their ad published. Payment in 
full must accompany copy for Classified Ads. 


All advertising copy for publication in 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — ILLUSTRATED 
must be in our office by the 15th of the 

month prior to date of issue. 


JESS MURDEN 


Jess Murden, 75, died at his home in 
Peru, Ind., July 16 of a heart attack. 
At the time of his death he was a di- 
rector of the Peru Trust Co. He is 
survived by his wife Mary K., a son, 
Thomas, of Peru, and a daughter, Miss 
Ruth Murden. He had been married 51 
years, 

Murden was the financial genius 
who raised the bank roll necessary to 
put the Robbins Bros. Circus on the 
road in 1935, which was jointiy man- 
aged by Zack Terrell and Jess Adkins, 
both now deceased. He also assisted 
Terrell and Adkins in obtaining loans 
from Indiana banks when they had fi- 
nancial trouble with Cole Bros, Circus. 

Long influential in Republican poli- 
tics in Indiana, Murden was a charter 
member of the Elks Lodge, a charter 
member of the Rotary Club, a charter 
member of the Moose Lodge, all of 
Peru. He was a Mason, a member of 
the Scottish Rite, at Fort Wayne, of 
Mizpah Shrine Temple and of the 
Miami County Shrine Club. He was a 
50-year member of the Columbia Club, 
at Indianapolis, and a charter member 
of Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity. 

Jess Murden probably knew more 
circus people than any man living not 
actively engaged in the circus business. 


EDWIN COOPER 


Professionally known as “Bozo, the 
Clown,” died at the American Medical 
Center, Denver, of cancer, at the age 
of 41. Beginning at the age of nine, he 
was with the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey Circus as a member of clown 
alley for 18 years. He had no known 
survivors, Interment was in Denver, 


ADVERTISING RATES 


(PER ISSUE) 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


10 cents per word. Average 6 words to Column Width 
the line. Minimum ad accepted $4.00. Column Length 
Advertisers may choose the classification Agate line 
under which they wish their ad published. 
Payment in full must accompany copy for 
Classified Ads. 


DISPLAY ADVERTISING 


Gross Rate, column inch 
Rates for full page and covers quoted on application 
Date of publication __ first of each month 


All advertising copy for publication in 
THE CIRCUS MONTHLY — ILLUSTRATED 
must be in our office by the 15th of the month prior to date of issue. 


ADDRESS ALL ADVERTISING COPY AND COMMUNICATIONS 
PERTAINING TO IT TO: 


THE CIRCUS MONTHLY - ILLUSTRATED 
P. O. BOX 572 
OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY 


es 
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $5.00 PER YEAR IN ADVANCE 
EXTRA COPIES MAILED ANY PLACE IN THE WORLD ____ 50¢ EACH 
2 EE 


No. 50,000 


We have founded THE ACADEMY OF 
THE SCIENCES OF THE CIRCUS and 
subscribers automatically become accred- 


This is to certify that 





ited members of the academy. Each year, 
at a time to be decided upon by our sub- 
THE Ree Pes aan eaters, scribers, Jumbo awards will be bestowed 
is hereby entifled to full voting privileges as a ; 7 

member of The Academy Of The Sciences Of banks he Sa oe of Various eateg pe 
The Circus for the Jumbo awards made each ie past p prenent: Copies of the 
year by this publication to the Circus Great, | award certificates will be sent to the 
Circus World Museum, at Baraboo, Wis- 


consin, for recording and display. 


being a duly accredited subscriber to 














Proclamation 


Knol All Ye Circus Lovers By These Presents: 


From now on, unto eternity, we'll be leaping into your midst each month promptly 


with the circus publication you have dreamed of for years but never expected to 


become a reality. From front door to back yard it will be crammed with current 


and historic articles and stories of the 
circus; there will be pictures you 
thought were no longer available as 
well as photographs of outstanding 
present day acts and circus person- 
alities. Besides at least three big 
features in each issue, it will contain 
regular departments which all cir- 
cus folks, active and retired, and 
circus fans want on their regular bill 
of fare. It will cover the world and 


everything that pertains to the circus. 





Don't Miss A Single Issue Of It! 





Howdy, Circus Folks! 





My old man publishes this sheet. 
What have you got to say about 
it? We want to know! 

Yours truly, 
MIKE 








i 


The Greatest Circus Publication On Earth > 


